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JET FIGHTERS AND ROCKET INTERCEPTORS 


‘werything depends on air supremacy, everything else PiTist 
take second place. Supremacy of the sea is only an appendage 
of air supremacy... The requirements for maintaining air 
supremacy are decisive in all questions of organisation, 


relative strength, allotment of manpower and supplies. 


“We bave been beaten and eliminated, we have nothing more 
to say. But it will be interesting to watch the development of 
the Great Powers and the battle of wits. Will it be as it has 
always been, that they all, every one of them, will not learn 
from the past and will continue to make the old mistakes 


again and again?” 


‘General der Fieger Katt Noll 
(Chief ofthe Lafitte Gencel Stall 
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Rocket Development 1926-1939 


“our success in 1941 was erawned by Heini flying faster than 4,000 km/h. At just over 
1,000 km/h the shock wave caused the airflow over the outer wing to separate suddenly 
‘and the aircraft pitched nose down, the instruments registering a negative acceleration of 
12x. Heini pulled the throttle back quickly the aircraft slowed down and he was able to take 
contro} again." 

Dr. Alexa 


un 2 October 1941 


Linpisct rhe Mgt oF tie Me 263 A 


D212 aoa a oe rir on 
‘aero-ergines in Germany. By 1026, however, Germany was finding ways around these restictons, 
ot least oy ie pioneering workin the development of racket, turbojet ard ramjet engines. The frat two 


ower operational fighters for the Jagdwaffe, 
tewvol cin be ead to have bagun in Gi 


nent of alteraft and 


of thase were eventually used t 

‘Thoorotieal work on rocket ones and ep 
With the formation of the Vevoin fir Raumschifahr (VIR ot Socinty for Spaceshis Tr 
Fay members of the VIR included Max Vali, Hermann Oberth and Wemner van Braun, On 
8 September 1927, Valier signed a contrect with Opel to begin the development of 8 rocket ropelied 
airrat, Ihe ist phase of this project was the testing of @ rocket propelled car. he car, the QperKAK, 
1. made KS frst run on 11 Aofil 1928 and during the following dav, It achieved a spee0 of 160 km 
(62 mon). A secon rocketirven ca, the OpebRAR 2, achieved between 200 ana 235 hm (124 and 


remany in 4005 
el) in Brestau, 


1.46 1p) on 28 May, bul two versions of a third design, which ran on rails, both ulew up during tests, 


OPEL 


Tests were also being carried out with recketyropalled model alroraft. During these (t was 
discovered that talless design's would be the eal form for this method of propulsion. Te fs pitted! 
rowetpicpeted eittal te Le flown in Oetnany was the Raol-Hatcensters Ete SW 5-8 008). Tks wes 
powered by two 20 kg (44 fo) trust Sander engines. Iteinast certainly made its fist 
flignt on L4 June 1928. For this, and for later experiments with ether rockst propolied glidars, the 
aircraft used ¢ nique, Just afterwards, an Espaniaub & 7 glider, whioh wa 
modified oy the addition of a Sender rocket engine, was also tested. is success resulted in the VIR 


aching the docigner, Gottioh Esperiaub, to tule a tal 
17 kg (37 Ib| thrust rocket engines. This design made @ number of suscessfil fights during the late 
spring of 1929, again using a bungee for launch, & litle late, in September 1929, the One-Sender 
Fak 1 rocket powered glider carried out several test Tights, Dut disputes among the rocket pioneers 
resulted lite further work being catried out ch tis method of prapuison unt 1949. Some nals 
were, novever, carled out by Junkers with sola fue! rockets to boost the take off 0 
.W 33 [ranspor, and lator wit a liquid fae engre Fle 

0» 10 May 1935, Major Wolfram Freinerr van Richtheten of the Reichs/uftfanrtministerim (RLM 
Ordnance Board) th ‘ocket propelled aircraft 
This vas lo cigral the beginning of soraus, avd secret, rocket engine development. 

In 1036 the first tosts were carried out with a lique-tuelied engine attached to a He 72 biplane 
This engine, developed by Hellmuth Welter, used hydhogen persxice and @ paste catalyst and wi 
Josigrod to give a thrust of about 435 kg [200 I) fer 
mpied Heinkel to donate an He 112 fighter ar frame for gy 
als were conducted with a von Braun rocket engine which evertually produced 1,000 ke 


ema. the E 15, to be powered by tio 


tw an A 50 Juror 


Lev Zenssen of the Heoresna ferent (HWA ut Ay 


ment of 


Intercept high fying enemy bombers 


seconds. The succese of the moified He 7: 
what dangerous 
200 ths 


ound tests. These son 


some 298 kh 
Camps w 
thiven br Fee 


rich in ein 
fateeguene pan 
for theca mike 
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{WOVE The ts Raa Karzenstein Fate was the 
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snows thnist tor 30 seconds. They began Inthe spring of 1837 bur, during atiral static test the racket engine ANCE: A group 
NeITo wile expanded, severely damaging the airrame. Fortunately tte pilot. Fugkapttan Ench Warstz, escaped! hidhanking 
fe goroweit unhurt and subsequently made the irs rocketpropelca Tight m a second He 222 at the end ot tre gaa 
Inewepurewas yea) ftom Kummersdorf. Tests continued with the aircraft urtil 18 June 1940 when the rocket tanerinental 
omer bya combustion champer burned thrauen and meted tne elevetor contral rods. This caused the araft ocr the 
areata 80-6UC Of control and crash, The pilot ov that Might, Flugbearmesier Gerd Riens, wats killed. fein 
rine ara made The potential of Le rackecpropelled He 112 coupled wilt (he interest ofthe RLM prumgaed Heinkel Member ot ne 


Capen an eaperinenial yuueLAR lve Inleoeplo uN Ue Uesiralin Hee 278, Wok 


uring sunt Gr he new arcraft negan in December 1636 with the first detall drawings being issued in July 1937, 


renwante tng The aero was to be powered by o throttle controled SOO hx (1.100 1) thrust Walter Ml engire which Cut of tao the 
heh Used a combination af TStoff hydrogen perovde) and 2 Stoff(cadum or calcium permanganste) aofucl. _Ohe-tonmer 
Ponto 0 Following owng tala bohind a Mercedes car, the He 276 made at loact 48 fights probably between Set Nem 
the late summer ef 1038 and & November 4929, inalusing one bofore Hitler. Wort on the He $76 wes 


2 Sootombor 1939, bu ight tsting continuod fora fow moro months. rei 
Dr Alexander Lippich and Gott Espenlaut began te development of asefesoftstess gidare Hew oie 
urn ine 19208. Nuch f thei wok was influenced by the ideas of Fraich Wenk In 1925 Lippich ‘Tuan 
jpined the RhdnRossiten-Geselschait (which Inter became the Netsche Forschingsonsta fir Gown alfa 
tals alrtt two years late 

in 1929 Liposch ceveloped a more axvencte taiss ara whieh e named the Leta Ins. Dept of he 
as ts name suggested, utised 2 celta snaped wing. 10 wncn endolate ns and ruaders mat 
atteched, The Oats | glider mane ts frst mht on 30 August 1990 and its success Was Such 
‘in the Welb ofthe Messerschmit rector, Theo Cronelss, Unis’ team were able to fh the 

cite wih a sina piston en, The strat fr New wi is 

on 4 Way 4984 ard subs 


officialy terminated on 


ently carried out @ number of 


‘The next successful design to be produced by Lioplsch was 
the Defta I! which wos built by Foske'Wulf and flown for the first 
time in 1923, Itwas followed, In 1937, by the Delta IV which was 
given the RLM designstion DFS 39. Testing ofthis siroraft and the 

4 fying wing DFS 40 lod to an old ALM raquirement for a 


twith Pty Schueber whe wm tempting tu hull lder io eke pa 
tine years Rin ier compere Ie ace were wt Expenat 
Forschangsinal fir Seeing Be ek up employer wah 
wich wis inter be supe 


poverty 
bea a0 pel 
meri Tempe 


AWOVE_A crash serovars design for stn, the DES 40 was 
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rat compte 69 0 ger, Iwao tat town daring the autumn of 1990, Inthe folowing HW be 


th afterwards the DFE 194 mtd 
Hight of the rocketpropelled —thicmaad 
Gresheim betwee 


(242 mph) during one of ite last teste Jana 


spring Lipp 
was equipped with an axpetimental 200 kg thrust raccet engine. The first 
variant was delayed for various reasons until 3 Jura 1940, tho aircraft achieving a speed of 550 km/h 


h joined the Mecserechmitt eomaary at Avge. 


Coneiforahie testing of the DES 198 
ices plots Hen Dittmar and Rud Opitz at Peenerunde. Work an the DFS 194 led to the development Pobyy engine an 


the Me 163 A Va, Was mace on 1:5 Fenluary 1481, the avrerat: DeIng toWec by a St 110 twn-engMed umn sethe Oe 
Tighter. Ki was not until 13 August 1944 that ie Me-163 AV medi Its frst powered ent using aWWatter 39. wax 


FRH-203 (109509 A) rocket. The Urust of ths erie coud be vere between 150 and 750 hi emerma nthe 
(330 and 1.650 tbs) and curing a test on 2 October 1941 the aircraft attained 2 speed of 1,003 kin/N ar Amsouce wine 


(623 mph). The success of the prototype led te the frocuicton of a small batch of Me 263 As. These i cant 


Luis, Hace ght being carted out by the wrpaiended — Soecearuwelys 


of an improve: version, the Messerschmitt Me 163, The fWSt "izht of the inially unpowered prototyae. 


vere followed by the definitive macel, the Me 169 0, Thishad a orsiderably modified fuselage ard was mill Aubtat 41 
Powered by the 1,700 kg (3,750 Ibs) thrust Water Rl-241 (1.09509 8), carried an armament of two 
20 mim MG 481 cr two 30 mm MK 108 canon in the wing toot. 

AELOW The DS $4 was the fof he Lipps ley desis tobe ite 
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The Advent of the Turbojet 
1935-1941 


“Because Professor Dr. Ernst Heinkel undertook the development of the He 278 and its 
engine at his own expense and without there being general knowledge of the event, the frst 
fight occurred in the presence of few people: v.x. Professor Heinkel, the constructors, 
statisticians, aeredynamicists, mectanics and, of course, Or. von Ohal 
of enginee!s. After the first successful test fight, Heirkel reported to the RLM, and 
consequently no more flights were made until the airernf could be made ready for 
Inspection by Garing and the General Staff.” 

Erich Warsitz on the fret fight of the He 178, 27 August 1939 


he first practical design for a rbojet engine in Germary 
was prouced by 3 24yeareld graduate of Gattingen 
ist ven Ohain in 1938 
ed automotive engineer, 
jon engine. A patent tor 
At this tre the 


Linwersity, De. Hans-ozehim Pa 
Vor Ohain took his design 10 @ 
Max Hann Who oui a tat cemonstr 
this engine was granted on 9 November 193: 
followed ty a ventiugal secund stege), en etiwular eomustion 
chamber and a radial turbine 


AAltnough showing promise, thio fiat ‘garage engine 


smgriseo a two stage compresser (an axial fen stays 


obviovaly required much further develoament, the eost of whic 


was way beyond the ven Ohain’s budget. As he explained 


“Those tosts suggested to ma that fundamental combustor 


L0NF Mo) vastgatons znd systematic developments were necessary that Would require Line and money AMOVE Taken 
er antial discussion, he declared that he was convinced of the great future potential of jet prcqulsion, NCS 
ci te He suggested that indusal support would be necessary ard sald that he was wiling to gine me @ yt 1080 ths 
ree ker letter of recommendation to any company of my chace. Inturtwely, thought the engine industry woud — amRrapH sume 
copay be negatie iovard gas tune development; and therefore! suggested the Helnke! corporation.” SREAMEE me 


sn working for Henkel cn {5 April 1936, taking Max Hahn with him. Shortiy forthe wid fest 
joined by Dipl-ing. Wie ain tebojt it 
tusbormachinery, are: by the: summer of the ye cease, 


ven 
after wards He 


m Guadermenn, a specialist in atcraft engineering 
he had betvieen sik end eight fiters and mechanics 


is workshop. Von Chai 
‘During 1935 we rade only sow progress nthe 
aced upon the design and construction of the hyerogen powered dems 


ion chamber grogramms becuse the highost Bit Hesnkel why 
paw 
tcl ane 


stration engine, the 


evehpe This fst 
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The le HVE 


teem dese 


HeS 1. This was completed and inst st go bruary 1997... By Agri most 0 
‘our teat runs: heed ben co 


the psychological effect was enermaus. Heinkol and his engineers sucderly boleved frm) jn the foasiilty 


he successful testing of the HeS 1 led Heinkel, a si vate 


wd businessman, 1a. ae 
he RLM. Wor 


‘evelopment of this orm of propulsion, atthe same time wthtilaing datalls of i from 


about 800 Kg (1.760 Ibs). The first prototype of ths engine, the HeS 3. was bench run in Merch 
but praniems we wth tn 

inenew engine was then tested 
of a purpose-buin aircran, the He 
be built. The frst nag a fixed underc 
considerable development, the He 


piperien 


ulcer Wing. menoaane were to 


bo, which then deve 
478 VAL This aitcraft, ploteu by 


Brit Wa 


the HHeS B (which to power the 


ceived the RLM deslgration 102004) that was u 


6 He 280. 


oi Fi fe rayne Interceptors 


Meanwhile, an offeial programme for cevelopmert af LER Wrofessor 


Schelo had transferred to the RLM deoartment resoonsible Foren 

for aca. engine cevelogment were ne noped nis Ioeas wasn 

{or Kas lurbire eruines woule Kain suppor, He suon found Latins 
ai ally Diplng. Hans Mauch, Ue Technical Advisor fr n Hipage 
Special Power Plants who, up to that time, had been the hbo 
interested prmenly in rocket engines, Accordingly, In the Neverthe 


autumn of 1938, they visited the main oircraft engine the appointment ot 
manufacturers, with the result that Brame and Jumo ithe 
Juniero Engine: Company bogon design work on turbojeta, 


hiner desunea te 
Jame O04 engine 
At Juma, the head of the company, Prof. Otto Mader ese 


appointed a 3Byoar old graduate of Grar Toctnical High the Meise 
School in Austria, Anselm Franz, to undertake a general 
suniey of all gas tubire possihities. Fllowing detailed weight estimates of piston engines arranged 
in dike urtines; Franz cnnclided that there wild he reat diffeulty in getting the required 
Deriormarce from such systems within any reascnable weight limits. He fet that only a simple turmojet 
ould be ight enougn tor arcrant use. tranz later revatiog 
"M1 1939 Ne KLM wanted us to take over Wagner's 
engine [osveloped by the Junkers A\teran Company), but 1 
retusedt and diving the autumn of that year we recehed a 
urerrimenit curtract for wur own T 4, Jater to become known 
29 the Jorn O08 A, This car vlan to be Ue work's first 
susesofol aval ow (rb, wr urata Uie even? the 
standard for jet engine design. The Jumo 004 was also the nevow’ Aber te 


indy 109, hiner feos onctfl dvlopment Staal A 


for it te deliver 600 Kg (2,220 Ike) thrust at 000 km/h compa 


mph) at sea lovel. twas dasigned to bo brought into Kkerook 1 maor 


uctien end operation as quickly 2s possible, and wes 


jt fram the set to burn diesel oll ‘ngnaton BOO 
MOVE: gop of Inthe sane month that it merged with BMW. Bramo wes working on two turbojets which were given B3302 VII-V 14 
Denonaties valet the BMW araiert designations P02 and PAA. the PASC? was intial considered asa research Two these write 


atest ft ofthe ant tg agsist in the develonment of the tiny axialtow P3304 (209.002) with 2 counterrotating 


Uehild en? omoressor, Wh a career of only 620 mrt (24 ines) and an estimated thrust of GW Hae Hey DuH se 
pooh 1,320 ns) te F.3904 eventualy rOvEG Too Conpiceted and was eoendoned. nisrmeam rat vam Tien Ne 
from eft ett aud now concenirate he sinyper P3902 (105-003), (FAV 5 022) the protatype of wich frst ren ttempred phon 
TN, 1) Derrer 1940, Wiis tess mere very Uisapyuinies ond (owed a cumple redesien to te 2 Nuh 1942 
Newcoclamicx —Undortanen dunng the spring of 3944 uncer the cesignaton P3902 V2 to V0. Ewer these desis tnsdelie the 
im ite Wendel raved unsatisfactory and resulted in yet @ further rewerking of the engine under the designation Lite mucsh nl 


Will Newerscimict 
rane. (1,20 Ihe) and wae test flown beneath © Bf 140 fling tost 


Alta prove ‘As turbojet engine development proceeded, @ correspending programme 


102 VA1-VL4, By the autumn of 1942, this later subtype was producing e thrust of about SSO kg, utedin snoekcr 
‘oer reesan, 


for high-speed arframes was being formulated oy Dicl-Ig, 


‘mabe of 


Carinees Hanes HP Martin Antz of Deparment LC 7 (Airrame 
‘eimbeun the Development} of the LA Antz sean forme 3 
steign ofthe um close. working relationship with Schelp, who 
Uoso.Taiangne, supped the hasic data for jet engines, anc 
uowerimeaiN” as far as possible, the two development 


programmes were integrated. Artz was then 


Nepmerbh — 29 Years OKI and nis academic background 
Heme 2sean)—— pore many similares to thar of Schell. 
niaiyesieet In Oviaber 1938, following discussions 


wih Ante, Pret Messersctimite uu 
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Robert Lusser, his Projebtbiro head, 10 
incertoke feasibility studies for a single-seat 
fighter vith turbot propuision, By the end of 


December 4900 Messerschmit had ro 


official study contract fromm the RLM, with more 
detailed requirements being outlined on 
4 Jaruary 1939, Design work then began under 
\Woldemar Voig, head af Messerschmit’s Proje 
fice, the tyne recenuing the designation P1085, 
The team’s bret was extremely nebulous. All they 
had to work fom was an approximation ot the 
engine's size and welent. From this they 


th G28 mph), Voigt reme 


wagested to the RLM the 


the proposed fetter sheuld nave twa turbojet of abeut 345 Ws (690 lbs) thrust each. The fist twin. AROVE. tothe 
engined configuration examined was basicaly @ etrlghforwad lowing aeroplane wit the engine Ysrcund tm 
Follawing:thete studios, detailed werk onthe devisn been on 2p 2020: Thé fist proposed, Halles bead 
hick was submitted to the RLM on 7 June 1938, ta wing virtually erica In panto io mat ofan 
of the early Bf 109 and Bf 110. After examiring the proposal. the RLM gave permission tor {ewiunment = 1h 
constuction of a mockup. Venous armament combinatons Were propesed, and at‘ 
the same time it was eiso planned to increese its wing area by fling a paralel PepueneatLe7 
section to each tis. infill two engine ‘ayouts were aroposed: ether two “Rapoestic te 
BNW P.2302 engines (to become knewn as the BMW OG3) slung berwh Une winds, Kal char of 
oF two of the slkrmer BMW P3048 meunted cently. By November 1939, a third Hein’ echnical 
type of erie Ne alau efiered Une pidture wher details uf the Junkers T 4 tartment the 
ume 004 A) became atsilable mechanics are 
(1.19 December 1939 & mockup ofthe P.1065 wos inspected by representathes wer on th 


of the RLM. By early February 1940  desciption of the layout proposed for the fr 
prototype was issued, Two EMW P.3302 engines wore to be mounted below the wings, 


the loading edgae 


ogress for sertre of gravity reasons. On 18 April 1941, the fist fight of the Me 262 
(as the P1085 had just been redesignated) took place, with the aircraft pawered by a 
single Jumo 2 

It¥as not unt 28 Maron 1942 that te rolotype attempted to make ts frst Mant 
Wan a pair or BMW Passi V2/VLU engines. DU: tre Jump Z1U o'sion engine was retaned as a safety 
measure. This Was 10 prove a fortunate pretauion as Doth Twmbolets Suffered compressor bl 
failures just after leaving the ground but, With the Jumo 210 piston engine, the test plot, Fritz Wendel, 
mene (0 land W sity, 
later, on 16 July 1942, the third Me 262 was fited with a pair of Junio CO4 
sfuly cunpioted the type's That Jetponares Nights. Cavly tests with the Me 20 


0 pisten engine because of celays with turbojet develope 


Nearly four month 


Wore to prove the airframe excelent, the only medifizaton beng to increase the wing root chord by 
centincing the awept loading edge of the auter panels ta the centre section, 
replacorvent of the talwhee! by a treycle underearrzee and the upgrading of its armament to four 30 mm 


MK 408 canna. The aircraft's invaduction into operational service was considerably delayed, howe 
both by problens with its engines and by poltical arguments. Chief amongst the latter wes Hitler's 
insistence thatthe aircraft be used as a fast bomber rather than a fighter for wrich it had been designed. 
Te bgc of this argument 

anticiated to land in northern France and thus help chive them ack into the sea. Whatever the merits 
fis idea, it should nave been dropped immediately the Alles palned a frst 1o27old In Westem Europe 
Dut wes not unul 22 March 1949 tat Her Nally reversed MIs decision, By then K Was 100 late 


that the al 


rat shoul) be uses to hurl Bombs at the invasion tore 
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with the Me 262 were no witbent mito. bath cngine 
‘ised by an engine fire The colouring and mrkings ae very simi those 


roves tary 
wher unelte-This 
Thine 1944 flowing cn 


Messerschmitt Me 262 S7 (W.Nr. 130012), June 1944 
This Me 262 frst flew in Aoril 1944 and was pahted pale blue (RLM 76) overall with the black fourietter call 
sign VIvAL. The nose, wings and both engines were damaged on 4 une 1344 due to an engine fire. Although 
‘tho soventh production aiteraft, the $7 bore the series tost rumbor ‘6’ in rod on its nose. This wac because the 


sixth aircraft was delivered dieect te Erorabungskoramanda 262. 


a ean 
Soe 


oS e@ 


ww 
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The Erprobungskommando 
1942-1944 


Suucemy Iwas stared by an ear-spitting roar. t sounded as though an Immense fot Iron 
hhad been plunged into a huge bathtub ~ a veritable hiss of Siegfried's dragon! My head spun 
‘around and my surprised eyes saw a violetHack cloud driving a leaping, shipping 
‘something’ ahead oft, faster and faster until the object leaped from the ground, jottisonee 
2 pait of whoels, and shot up into the sky. By the time I had closed my mouth, which had 
‘opened In astonichment, the thing hod daappeare 

Lt, Hoxmann ‘Memo’ Ziegiar on Joining Erprabungshommando 16, August 1943 


found that the aircraft would frequently bounce into the air at high ying speeds Lieto ‘Meno! 


Fights incroased, Tho difficultics were cueh that Spéte eonsidered it essential thet mato 16 


2 sprung dolly be developed hefore regulsr operational training could begin. S 
By early May the ground craws forthe unit had assembled atthe Kommando’s twin txperimcatal 


airfields where they received four week’s instruction on the rocket fighter At this tine Sation a 


thing wine cari aut oy Dittmar, Spite ar Lf. Rul Rc Opts semoinee janes by Semen 
the famous woman test pilot, Hana Reitzeh, but on 26 May two others, Ont Joachim sacred 
Joschi’Pohs ard Ob. Jchannes Kel (5-4 036), rived at Augsburg ta join the une. eprbums 
‘ter hoi arnval the new plots famvansedtremsenesin the twosest DFS Kranich and Miter 1 in 

AHOVE; Wollane Spite was en on _Granau Baty’ Saipanes before moving up 1 the Hater aerobate glider, Some of WrNC ele many 

SScpemer 1911 inDaden and rior nag cloged wires. The newcomer Would then undertake his frst unoowered Mights nan. ipertar test 


Me 163 A, toved into the air ay & Ef 110 twnengined tig 
alowed fo make a ‘sharp star’ under ‘octet po 


before aly being, 


rina (11 20 June Ue FL B-eties rutalyae, ne Me 103 B VL, wes font for Une st Rapa 7 
Sha 1 um ig te at Lechfeld, the varant having ermuch plumper fuselage and being powered ty 99 Ny 104 
apm tears ws appumte the Wolter 109500 D ‘hot’ racket engine. Nery problem were assovated wih ie eguipatel 


mand 4 Fmminmeskummandn typ fuel componente by this engine, cei 


tod TStofF and CStoMt. A favourita cn w the ma 


demonstration to new members of the 


Kommando was to drop + tiny amount of one 


Front belive ecoming Romina fuel into a sauce of the other. The resul 
sfthesane yearn Mirch 94She took WAS aM Instant hiss, bang and sheet o! 


flame. Another problems was that TStof 
(an 80 per cent hydrogen peroxide solution 
Witn oryauineine oF phosohate as stabiiser| caugnt Tire on 
contact with any organic suostance, not least of which was 
numan flesh, forcing the plots to Wear special, ellegedly ccd 


aluninium centeine’s, because this fuel coule quickly eat 
through steel, C-Stoff (a 20 per 
in methana)), cn the ather hand, could only be Keat in enamel 


ent hydrazine hydrate solution 


or anodised containers, Bath fuole were colourless and tele 
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Messerachmitt Me 163 A V4 (W.Nr. 163 00 00 004) of Exprobungshommandy 16 at 


Peenemiinde-West, August 1941 
‘The first prototype of the Me 163 A was finished in pale blue (RLM 76) overall with the 
tourtetter code ASW! painted on either side ot the fuselage In black. 


cot f 


Lert 
et Ce 


By November, Ereroburgelommande 26hod several 
Mo 183 As in its inventory plus five Bs (the VI. 19 V5) 
though the fatter hed baen dimaed while being flown 
by Henna Raitech on 30 October. Just prior to this, on 


16 Ostober. Hein Dittmar hac heen Injured in a hard 
lanaieg with the he 163 AV'12, Rudi Opitz taking over 
‘esponsility fer fight testing. Further develanment tests 
‘continued during the winter months of 1942/43, although 
bad weather often nampered the work of the und. 

In Feoruary 1943 the Kommando was ordered to 
take on the testing of the experimertal let tenters, the 
He 280 and Me 262. However, wien Hptm. Spate and 
Out. Pos errved al Une Heke factory al RoSICK. ty 
discovered that the He 280 Vt had been destaye, the 
V2 was being re-engined withthe Jumo GO ard the ¥3 
hhad been demaged in an emergency landing, As for the Me 262, only the V2 was thing, and Spite wes 
forced to report that neither type was ready for fight rests by his Kommondb. 

Two months later, on 47 Apil, Spate eel fy the Me 252 V2, reporting to the General der 
Jgfieger, Adolf Galland that: “The climbing speed of the Me 262 curpasees that of the Bf 109 G by 
5 t0.6 m/sec (16 10 20 h/see) at a much better spoed (4120 km/h ot 264 mpt). The s 
and climoing speeds will enable the a 


yenor horizontal 
raft fo operate successfully against numerically superior enemy 
fighters The aireratt deserves the highest attention; ts develeoment sheult receive the gieatest 

passibie. sunpiort High speeds can be obtained hy jet 
propulsion. The Me 262 is anly a fist step. 

Meanwhile development of the Komet continued, Chit 
ons testing Hus 2baIF+ radio aquioment and Lt. Oaitzrocket 
assisted tekecff unts curing April At the end of that north, 
Two Turtner plots jonea tne Rommande, UDI. ArtON “Toni 
Thaler and Lt. Herbert Langer. By August. development of the 


LEFT. group ofsixof tae sot maportant Me 168 pits. From 
Jef ge right ans Thaghapi emt Raden, espn Br Me 163 
acceptance teine Ob hares Wil who nad climes 
Enmohsneskoaumundh Ho, Wollung Spe Hein Ditmar Ro 
‘Opt and owe! Pir he had previounly served ws 373 54 
‘Kc tonk over command ot 7/24, 


Aun 1919 an 
wee bat alle 
in combat on #9 jury 1944, Fos oat se ee cares, 


pritoerpe of he 
made ts fist 

er fight on 
TS ug 1941 at 


He Ditetrat 
precorpe 
Vere probably 
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rocket fighter had developed sufficiently to allow some of the Kommando to concentrate on developing 
sroundcontrol procedures, Some aiffeuties were experiencee withthe high speed ane exceptional climbing 
performance of the aicraft and wih the radio control procedutes which were intially unable to cope. 

By this time recket development at Peenominde, nat anly of the Me 163 but also of the AA missile, 
had become known to the Allies with the result that the facility was heavily bombed on 17/8 August 
Although Erprobungskommando 16 was \itle affected by the tombing. the attack forced the transfer of 
its seven Me 163 As and one & 10 Bad Zischenann west of Oldenburg in nortwest Germany. 

Shortly afterwards the unit received an infux of 21 new pilots who were to form the basis of the 
world’s first operational racket fighter unit, From September, altitude accimatization began on the 
Zugspitze mourtain undar the ditection of the Institut fr Luftiahrtmeaizin in Manchen, and a captured 
Russian pressure chamber was also made avallable at Bad Zwischenah. 

(On 30 November the Konimando suffered its frst fatality when OW. Alois WOmnol was kiled fying 
the Me 163 A V6. The accident was held to be cue to the pilot's overenuberance, Exactly a month later 
1 Second pilot was lost when the Me 183 B V8 flown by Obit, Pohs struck a radio mast after his engine 
cut shortly after takeoff, Pols’ place as Technical Officer was taken by Oblt. Otto Bihner, 

By ths time only four Me 262 jet fighter prototypes were flying, the Vi, V3, VB and V7, all of which 
Were under test at Lechfeld, a Luftwaffe clrfeld near Augsburg used by Messerschmitt. Athough Spate 
had flown the type in April it was not unt 9 December 1943 that the first Luftwaffe experimental unit, 
designated Erprobungskommande 282, was formed to develop the type. This unit, which was also based 


at Lechfeld, was led by the experienced cambat silt who hed previously led 4/762, Hptm Werner 

Thierfelder. On 21 December he and another 
‘Major Eon Mayer, 
flew the sinth prototype 
Me 262, the first to be fitted with a retractable 
trieyele undercarriage. 

Aknough Thiertelder had begun thing the 
Me 262 in December, i was not until 20 January 
1944, that he was joined by Fix, Helmut Baudach 
and Fx. Erwin Eionhorn frem JG 2 and Fr, Helmut 
Lennarte from IG 11, with Or. Warner arriving, 
from 2G 101 at te end of February. As with the 
Me 163 Kommends, testing was not without 
danger, Thierfelder escaping unhurt on 4 February 
when the Me 262 VS which he was flyng. crashed 
and was destroyed. 

Meanwhile, in Januery 1944, the fst Lunwatfe 
ground crews artived at Bad Zwisohenatn, and 
during the samme month several ‘sharp sterts' were 


accomplished fignter oil, 


commander of JG 2 


ABOVE: The four mien shown here tem pilot Gerd Lndnes Wali Messerschnity, 
‘Werner Thierfekler ani Gertird ean payed 3 aos tmpetant par se 
eveopmicnt ofthe Me 262,Thierfelder was born on 24 December 1915 in 
een, but grew op in Sout West Afries Coow Nichibian Me studied  Gittingen 
University before joining 1/2 20, part ofthe famons Horst Wess 

fning ofthe war. After cumbut during the hates for 
sin and ten ithe Ballas and Cree, he was aware the 


Ceschwale at the be 


Kat's Crosson 10) tober 1941 for Laeral sicines and he destruction ot 
A aera aod x a He jet 1/26 in May 294? al we 
prise to Sulthapitan of 4/26 2.00 1 October 1942 he fei to the 
Staff of the General der Jailer where much use was made of his exiensive 
techtial knowledge: He was appoiated to lead Erpmobangskomsmands 

15 December 19:44, and became, ae he sare tne, commander of ,/26 2 
this ime he had destroyed 2 aircraft a the ar plus 41 on the ground 


made with the fitst combatready Me 163 B by 
Spite and Opitz. Powered flights increased during 
tne next two months although the ground crews 
began to suffer problems with a lack of spares. 
During Maren 1944 tests were made with a special 
plastic caverad parachute as it was realsed that 
escaping TStoff would qucky cause the normal 
fabric parachute to burst into flames, 

The Kommando now began to fly the first 
simulsted combat sorties, The plan was for the 
Me 163 to climb at a 45 degres angle at a speed of 
between 700 and 800 km/h (436 and 500 moh) 


approaching the bomoer stream wnich it Was predicted Would be at around 6,000 m (20,000 fy fram 
behind. Not lorg after attaining this altitude, which would take about two and a half minutes, & was 
ated thatthe rocket engine would out and the fighter would then attack the bombers ina shallow dive 
Because of the exttemely short combat rads of the Kornet (about 70 km or 43 miles), t was prepased to 
establish a line of combat bases between the Belgian and Danish borders with ¢ secondary line on the 
approach to Beri. 
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1m 19 Apel the frst Me 269, the Vi, wae dobvorad to Frprobungelionmanda 
fist pt fight on that dey Eafy the next month, 14 plots fram Il. 26.26 (mus 7.Staff, which had baer 
thing Bt-110s ‘om Kanigsberg-Neumerk against USAAF bombers, were ordered ta transfer to Lachfld for 
conversion Jo the Me 282. Advanced detach vents arrive or 10) May. grounn staff from 8/2 26 ening to 
the Mosserschmitt assembly plant at Lesheim, thse fram 
9./26 26 10 Schnabiscn Hall tor technical tamtiansation 
Durirg the middle of May two Turner Me 262s were aelverea 
Ww the uit whle ten plots began conversion wrainn, They 
ects OUL, Hat isGunier Moker (Starietkapian of &/Z6 25), x 


Gi 


Wegmann, Lt. Joachim Weber, Lt. Aired Scheer, On 
Hubert Gabel, fu Helmut Recker, Of Strathmann, Fw Henz 
Hortus ane Utfe, Hors Flach 


We 262 wao tho No 163 tht wae to fy he word's ot 
place wten Mer Sole, yg the Me 163 8A uten Mod 
minutes ne spctted two P-47s vertically above him, but almost immediately his engine flamed aut Waiting — a Lee w 
fron, weaves te Cog 2 MNS, he fe he engine end acne afr the Ametcan fier, Approncing, eeTPan 
wn the Firat jot manifest themselves. Spate trled 10 correct, DUC by the time he had stonped the arcraft trom shaking, "sh! 


partoclain chet yuck Had vl again and he wis forced to abancon the sorte. elena 


eas ple andertooke second poll Ut dey. bul oll nc wanagU nircep Shor sername Sane Soa} 

rly left the Kornmanco to take over MV./4G 84 Be East Pt hs lace bel taken by Hol. ori They ath 

erence Tholer Aird sortie mes under tohe Ly Of, Were Nelle ui 20 Mey Uee Ne 205.6 V80 ax ime Seu S| 

mi daa ter Git. Opitz fow a fourth nthe BGG, Ah operation vn Nown on 28 May by Obt. Langer, rnc 
ie bt he the previous te, ne eantat waa mae wth fe orery fo kacroed 

mage The recent fury of activity at Bad Zwinchenahn soon atracted USAAF attention and on 30 My 80 "PER 

wedlor tm! 176 bomted he alfiot, One or psi two Me 1622 were doorayed an feather dared lus 

Kier wi ata, hase alin wos tomooraiy warsferet to Bog on the Ode, fut recommenced t Bod 

JesninalStt,echanatm on 15 lie, Sx days later anther othe Kormande's veterans. Ob: Langer was kled 

Bie wan When his BY108 crashed in fog 

ts comet {18 1, tstyobunestonmando 262, which was coring to wrk up at Leche, steve a 

SnmE MF sere ow hen Ho. Tlertelaer as tle. He art Annan taken et inthe Me 252 SA tn engaee 

ma a formation of US bombers ner Landsbers/ea out fated fo reir. eis ssbe that he wes snot 


‘don by P51, but the more likely cause of his loss was @ tecnnical failure. Thierfelaer dia 
‘mariage (© vale Out, bute Was too Jaw Tor is paracrue to open, 

Sever days later Lt. Allied ‘Subj’ Sclveiter,Nying an Me 262 caxted ‘Vii 4", aimed 
the destruction of a Mosquito over Bavaria. This was pussibly an aice!t uf 544 Squedun 
Which, unbeknown to Szhrelber, managed to return to its base in ftaly, On 39 July 
rr. Horbort Keiser beled out from a Ne 262 due (2 an engine fre nest Bineroach, but he 
fcoseped unhurt. Thvee days Inter the Kommendo claimed fia second victory, & 
roconnaiceance Spitfire, aloo deatrayed by Lt. Schreier. 

Thierfeldor’s place as commander of the Kommandy wa taken by Hatm, Horet Geyer on 
5 August anc other key person included Obit Ginther Wegmann as Adjutant: Hot. Hoinich 
Fichter a¢ Major bom Stab are Obit. Gearg Wing a8 Technical Officer. On 8 August Lt. Joachim 
Wehr eisimad the tnt!< eacnnd Maerua, an airs fram the US 83nd Recomsiceance 
Grou, over the Anmerses, southwest of Minchen, Seven cays later a Moscqit plete by 
‘Cant, Saloman Pieraay at 80 Scuadron, Sauth Arca Air Force. was intercepted by a Me 262 
235i attempted to chotograph Leipheim artield but escaned. On the same dey, Fv, Helmut 
Lennertz and CW Kreutzbere intercepted a one 6-17 near Sutteart the former plot blowing oft ts port 
Wig with his 30 ir canon. Three days later another Mosaulto of $44 Savacron was intercentea by an 
Me 262 ove Geibelstad bul escaped willoul damraKe, 
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OW 15 August between 120 and 140 USAAF bombers 
agen attacked Bac Zviscrerahn, but although the runwey 
and alrfied buildings were damaged, no aircraft were los! 
Flignt operotions recommencod on 23 August, but resulted 
inthe death af Fv. Richard Lukas (ving the B V28 C:1+02) 
lending accident. Early in Sestember, Galland visited 
Errebungeiemmardo 16 and informed Thaler that the unt 


was to be 


jsbarded, The Komvmandolliner protested, 
saying that the unt had stil to fish developing combat 
procedures for the Me 183 A ant woul he needed to 
Introduce the improved Me 163 C. The order was then 
rescinded but in Metohet 1444 me unt ransterred ta 
Brandis near Lez. 

Mecrwnile. on 18 ANUS. tne 8, Stare! of ZG 25 moved to Rechinarz to form tne fst 
Ensaczkommmanco tor cperatcns against Aled recannalsvance ateraf. The unit's plots were Oot, Male, 
Lt Weber and Fy. Lennariz wit Ll. Preusher es fighter conoller, Sa days later, Of, Helmut Baudech of 


Eprotureshormnds 262 ceived an FS Univinereconaissance acto, andon Ue 26 1t Schislbet” _ trmbnus 
shat down a Mosquto of €D Squadian and Of cher a Spire, possibly for 663 Squsdron icant 6250 

Atthe er of August 1944 edecument wes issued by Gallanc’s office cetaling the proposed fentar WHE ans 
RechlnLere and ErlurtBiedolcben, cach being lod by an ofr wth the oowore ofa Staffhapton, Hr al persion 


They were ta iron out technical problems, develop tactical prozedures and evolve a taining programme 

forthe Me 262 fighter which could be used singly 0! or Rotta, Schwarm, Staffel ot Gruppe operations. <eyrrineivul wk 

At the same time IIL /Z8 6, comprising the Stabskompanie and the 8. and 9. Staffein, wast continue Emmis 

training at the Meeterschmit sirfielde at Leigheim, Schwésisch Hall and Loco. bund 25, 

(On 5 September, Lt Sehreiber trom Frprahiingskemmanda 262 shot row an Amicon Spitfire Xi Mite an 

foun by Lt Robert Hilborn af the 7th Photo Recon Group, his:30 mm cannon ‘shredding’ the American bomber weapons 

icra. Next day Oh. Gabel intercepted an RAF Mcsquito trom 4) Squadron whch he claimed 

destroyed. On 11 September the US Eighth Air Force reported its first engagement with jet fgnters. 

(One or is termations was attacked near Leinz@. out this was almost certain ov 2 Me 163 from 

|.G 400 based at Brandis. A P-5L Mustang fighter olloted by Lt. Willam A, Jones of the US 338%n 

Fighter Group was, however, shot down by Off. Heinut Baudach of Exprobungskomrmanda 262. On 34 

fang 18 Septernber Li Joan Weber Llane & MoseUls (is Scud ar (itd Jel etre), pretty 

acral front 54D and 544 Squadrons res 
(01) 23 September Exroburgshonmando 262 declared a strength of 12 airraft and 17 ens: 

Fou days later, in whet eapears to have been © many paper vansacton, the unit wes redesignated 


1.0,/EG 2, Horst Geyer, the commander ofthe unit, fomemberad nothing ofthis redesignation, and even 


sively. 


iftwatfe rocards aver aenfused, On 14 Qatobera filot from the un, Gfhr Exh Haftko, woo hilled Ina 
and 10./EJ6 2 


rash at Hochatadk/Donau, Different eourcse give hie unit <= Erprobungekormando 
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framers toto the 
Me 16S der when 
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Messerschmitt Me 163 B V21 (W.Nr, 163 100 30) of Erorobungskommando 16 
le-West, June 1943 

let Mo 1635 had a palo bluo (RLM 75) fn 
ist ‘sharp start’ (paweved) taunvolf nm 2 
ina USAAF bombing raid un Bad Zuisehenahn on 30 Ma} 


1942 with Rudi Opits at the controle. Ht was damaged 
4, 
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iG HT The Me 26205 
‘rishi an wa ity 
teed ot | Febatey (O44 
‘aap The pub pte, 
Werner ThereMer 
troungsionnand 


Erprobungkommand 101 


pe sme he 


Messerschmitt Me 153 B V41 (W.Nr. 163 100 50) of 
Erprobungskommando 16 at Bad Zwischonahn, 14 May 1944 

Prior to the Me 163°s frst operational fight the ground crew painted the aircraft red 
ps in memory of the famous ‘Red Baron’, Manfred von Richthofen. 
Wolfgang Spate flew a sortio against a USAAF formation in thi aircraft on 14 May 
1543, but without success, 
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Waite CNet 


Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. 170071) of Erprobungskommando 262, Lechfeld, August 1944 
ne of the first operational Me 262s, this aircraft was painted in dark giey and medium grey (RLM 74 ond 75) 
uppersurtaces with nale tue (RLM 76) honeath M was dellvared to Erombengskeemmande 28? on 1 August 9A, 
but # report issued by the Obb. Forschungsanstalt Oberammergau on 13 October noted that it had deformed wing 
surfaces. After repair t was transferred to Il/EJG 2 and flown by Major Erich Hohagen on 15 Novermber 

In May 1945 it wae diceewerad ahandoned on an autobahn near Léchold hy US forces, 
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til ee 1, Me sven the ele C108, 
Messorechmitt Me 163 B V45 (W.Nr. 163 100 54) of Erprobungskommando 16 at 


Bad Zwischenahn, July 1944 
This arcratt has dark brownish green and mid-green (LM SL and 82) camouttaged uppersurtaces with 
black fourletter Stammkenneeichen had 


the white number ‘05: 
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and Febrairy 1045 
‘ropes to tke of 
Inti e168, 
$4004 and te 
femouthge pattern 
‘Staten tt tie 


Combat April-November 1944 


“The first fighter operations should provide the expetience necessary to overcome the 
Shortcomings an mistakes In ay new design. The plots must mererore be trained to 
recognise the real shortcomings. Falling completely to appreciate this state of affairs, 
Major Nowatny has selected the following point. among others, which he considers 
important, Ite feels that the electric starter handle, which is located at present on the 
starboard side console, should be replaced by a button en the instrument panel. The starter 
Is only seid once for each engine before a fight, It fs totally unimportant whethor it is 
installed on the right or atthe front. 
Frtz Wendel, Messorechitttost pilot 
reporting on the activities af Kemmanca Nowotry 


the Me 183 and Me 262 began ‘o prave their abil, two fighter unis were Se up to explo this 
potenti. The fist, equioped with the Me 163, was designated 20./JG 1 and established at 
WWittmunchafen eary in Feoruary 1944, ts pilots and ground crews underwent training with 
Erorotungskonmmardo16. By he erd of the month its pilo's Nad made 86 Nlents in the Me 163 4 and 
82m the B, cluding a ‘sharp star’ by the Stafte) Kaptan, Apira. Robert Cleynik. On 1 Merch the unit 
wes redesigraied 1./16 400, receiving its fest ten pilots 
Lay the TU wit Uiree otlers @ lille Teter, Te fot 
operational Me 163 B was delivered by Opitz on 10 
‘March and by the 20th a total of six aircraft had arrives 
On 6 April a 2, Staflol was officially added to the 
fledgling Geschwader, and was based at Oranienburg 
North Germany. before tranefer 


ng 10 Vorlo in tho 
Netherlands at the end of Juy. At ths time the unit had 
12 pilots, Meanwhie, on 21. Apfl, Oleiik crashed after 
his reine lost prwer on take off. He suffered head 
Injures and cushed vertebrae, His place was temporary 
ken ty Ob! Ota Hohner who Nad preWously le y ‘Biagio oe 
2./NG 409, acting command of this Staffel passing t : Si TON 
Lt, Heine Schubert, Bonner himself was inured when his 

Me 163 6 VST mave a heavy landing en 26 May whien forcea Oxjnk ta ret, sil in plaster, &y tS 
tune severe! additional aicratt had beer received from the Kiem factory a Boblinge. 

‘Arourd 10 July 1944, 1./ 400 began transferring to Brandis near Lelpzig wih the task of 
protecting the vital ol distiletion plant at Leune west of the ety, All the unit's Me 103s were alr towed 
by BF 410s te the new base. At about the seme time a traning end replacement Stoffel (Cig./JG 400) 
wos established under Obit, Trane Medicus from 
Joined the operational 

Tha Fret operational sortie flown by 4./J6 400 tock placa on 49 July when Ufs, Kurt Sohieboler, 
fying the Me 163 6 V50, PK+QU, 2ttempted to intercept a P38 but without success. Eight days later 

‘8 Me 163 vas reparted by an RAF formation forthe first 
time Newt fay an Arserican hombor for 


erewa provided by Exprobungshommando £0. soon 


sdton at Bren 


fon spotted 
‘an Me 183 neer Leipzig and on the 25th the destruction 
lof the fist Komet was claimed by @ P-38 of the 473in 
Hnter Group, autthere are no corroborating recorus of 
ths in German fies, 

1./J6 40U'S fist successtul operation came cn 
26 August when ive Me 163s wok off to intercept 
formation of 175. Two plots, Ae. Sigh Schubert anal 
“Le Hertmut Rll both claimed te dest ution uf a nits 
but Ry was later shot eown and killed by two P-SI8 ard 
Fr, Herbert Straznciy baled eut from his Me 163 8 after 
It was shot up by American gunners. Perhaps JG 400's 
most successful operation was flown on 24 August when 


The 


tthe tt 


Te 409 sates 
se ra Rit 
‘who ater cme 
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elght Me 1635 (HW 5-4 061) took off to attack another American bomher formation. This time thre 
bombers were siot down, one by Lt. Hans Bott, one by Fix, Straznicky and another by Fw, Schubert 
Previously, on 19 August, an urder was issued for the expansion of JG 400. A Gruppe Stab was: to 
be formed at Brandis ané placed under the command of the veteran Kemet pilot, Major Spate. 
A 3, Staffel wes established at Stargaré under Obl. Franz R&sle and the formation of 4., 5. and 
6,/JG 400 planned. On 3 Septomber, with Allied forcos threatening its base at Venlo, 2,/G 400 moved 
to Brandis, three days being taken to groundtow the disassembled aircraft to its new base. 
On 9 September, Lt. Fritz Kelb was forced to bale out from his Me 163 after it caught fire on 
‘{2ke-OIT and Tour days later UDIT. KOSIe SuTTEred SevBrE Tacla| Injures aTter the engine OT nis omer 
cul as IL ef te ground (IW 5-4 062 & 03), These Were NOt the Only problems tat were Deseiting 
the unit, however. I August unre uf the rai faviuries producing CSW i Kiel was Uestioyed ina 
bombing raid and the arrival of other supplies of rocket fuel were often dolayed due to Allied raids 
en the treneport eystom, 
‘As move problems hegan to affect JG 400, moves wars made to eetablich the first Ne 262 jet 
fighter unit. On 26 August Adolf Galland ordered the varinuis Finsatrkommanda, together with 
elements of the Stabskompanie and the signals platoon of Il /2G 26, plus part of 
Ezprobungskorrmands 262, to form a new operational Gruppe under the command of Major Waller 
Nowotny, a JG 54 pilot who had just claimed his 256th victory on the Eastern Front. The new Gruppe, 
hnown as Kommands Nowotny, was 10 have three Staffeln, the ‘first formed from 9./2G 26, the 
second from 8,/2G 26 and the third newly formed. 
The Kommanda racaived aides on 27 September ta transfer to Achmor and Hesape near 
Osnabruck for operations against Alliad bomber formations. By this time the unit had about 30 
Me Zozs aWvced between its three Stare, It actually arrwed al its new bases on and 4 UctaveT, 
buL On the Jeter day ihe engine of Apo, Aifted Teumer’s aircraft emed out as Ne atempLed to lend 
at Hesepe and ine was killed in the resulting crash and fre. His place as commander of 2,/Kommendo LNW ter 
Nowotny was teken by Lt, Franz Schall itaeg A 
Tho frst operational certie wae flown on 7 Ostober when the Kommands intercepted USAAF bomber i exuuier 7th 
formations attacking targets in the Magdeourg aroa. Lt. Schall and Fw, Heinz Lennartz af the 2 Staffel the Me 163 1 


took off fom Hesepe and eaeh destroyed a B24, but the 4.Steffel was not so luck. AS Obt. Bey, CW NE Hts) 
Lt, Gerard Kobert and Ort, Heinz Russel began thei take-ott runs from Achmer they were attacked ty snes 


51 plot, LL Urban L. Drew of the 36Lst Fighter Group. Russel escoped untur, but Kober's aircraft tkeamunnot 
‘exploded in a ball of flame, and Bley managed to bale out at lowaltitude. In an attempt to prevent a 2/36 $0) crashed 
‘opeat ofthis ésastr, G54, whicn hed just reequlpped wit the Fw 190 D9, wes terefered to ummm 
‘earby Oldenburg to provide air cover fer the Komando dung takes and landings tie 

1,G 400's Me 1638 were also engeged on the 7th. As they 
scrambled against the USAAF formation. F¥. Schubert's arcrat 
cought fre. somersauited and exolodec. Ut, Kurt Schieber and 
fv, Rudoll Zimmermann pot shot down B-17s, ut on landing, Ute 
Mesa Cocina mes Moan Pe Pst Huser buted 

(07 40 October, ley of Nonotiy's Normendo clomed e PA, but 
two das lator he was force to make a cash landing ot Sts, his 
Me 262 suffering light damage, After claming the destruction of 
teesher PSA, x. Leenarty Of 4 in Nunn une le replat 
male an emereency landing near tranel. On the 43th. Cheving 
Ltmne’s arcrat crashedon tales from achmer and was destroyed 
inl OM. Hee Musser's Me 202 wes Wey demogeU ak 
attempted to make en emergerey landing at esepe. erations bythe Konmend were not proving yxy 
suctessf, na less than ten atta bing destroyed or damaged between 4 and 13 October. nan attempt 
to discover the reason, Messerschmitt cspatched a technical field team (Techische Ausendlenst) under 
Inst pt Pty Wendel to Achmar His imestgtins resited Inthe ating of darnning eet tn ata 
Cctber in wtih he erties the lack of traning and Nowety's somata reckless atte 

instrcton on te Me 202 '$ paricuary baa wtn the nammande. tne uoortance gen to tne 
tea he yb tasted by Ure lt Ue. tre Gruppe Taha Ofte Ade, Hh, Stes, 
isnot etecnicen. The State echnical Orfce tl esepe, the 19.yearod Of Russe also a compete 
laymen, who hoo hineed recenty destroyed two arrah os a reaul of carleseness and Inadequate 
tral Mar Nowot 'a eucconchl Kaatem Fork ple, bw untanitor wth the prover chialon 


T9195" 


In the West and, at 23, is not the superior ieader personaly necessary to guarantee the 
‘success of tis vial operation... 

ad weather then prevented further operations by Nowotry’s unit until 28 October when 
‘avempted to intercept an American raia on Hamm. Iwo plots, Lt Schall and Lt. Altrec 
‘Sohyeiber, wach claimed viclores but Obit. Bley was Killed when fis airamt stuck a flock 
of bids on take-of from Aciimer. His lace as canrmender of 1./él Nowotny was taken BY 
(Obit. Weber. Next dey, Schreiber claimed an FS Lightning and later he rammed @ Spite 
rear Nerdhorn. Fa Bitiner and Ofe. Gabel ef Hommands Nowotny engoged 2 fight uf 
P47, coh olsiming onc deateoved. 

During October 1944, in spite of Hitler's controversial edi that al Me 262s should be 
produced as bombers, a tetal of 52 fighters had bean delivered, all except one going to 
Kommandlo Nowotry, 

Dn 4 November, four Me 2625 attacked a group of PS Mustangs from the US 20% 
and 352nd Fighter Grouns. Near Zviclle, Ofhy. Will Banzhaf of the 3.Staffel stot run A 
P91 from the former Group but, as he contnued 1is dive trough the Anercan formetion, 
his Me 262 was attacked by @ P51 anca P-47. He baled out and escaped without injury, 
|Next Ua tke Rorsmenide ciained tires VCIOTes, @P-L end a F-47 by Fw, cron wutIne! ara 
(WOVE: Maj Wier Nowany a P47 by Of Helmut Baudach. On the debit sice Ute, Alois Zoliner was killed when an 
‘shorn on7 Dreembe 182031 engine of his Me 262 faled on takectt tam Achrrer, but Of, Hubert Gabel escaped when 


Soicinceul repli ti cxorft es dxnaged no toying aldo 

htm fy op 1/18 4007 nest signcart, and dieses, action cone on 2 Novembor during & US 
Risin 9G wll ald on tho MorecburgLouna ot pont. Of. Jceab Bolenrath and On Srarnoly of 
Fear 191 Heine 4g 400 and Lt. inter Andreas of 2 /1G 400 wer al shet dow bythe fighter escort 
Rauneuvertine niet —_zkdtion the engre of Of Hort Rolls Mo 163 auton taka. He baled out tno low and 
Hisssavana meses fe Bollenath and Straicly, was killer 


Three Me 2625 were last on 4 November. OFa, Gobel shat dawn a Pt of the 356% 
Fanhter Groso near the Dumener Lake. but his Me 262 was destroyed when he atfernnted ta ALON: Lum 


cides During hive 193 be make an emergercy landing at Sohmte. Of. Banzhaf! wos reoorted misingnear Lineburg Neyo he 
‘lnm fever a Ug and Of, Helis Zornder's arcrat was (oily destroyed when he attempted asingleeneiied — Gory sure a 
aia arieesrce —laadhng af espe. Asunioting, Ike ab Murer Une areal and sur ved ur fine sea 

fn 2is.On this sy he einer On 6 November 294, four more Ve 262s fom the Komando were damaged, three of {8 by Obt 
Cimans tL they in mergonylndrgs ol ovaed by rnnng eutof fol Lt Spangerburg sed near Eames 
Reet Latemarier Orn Kerem tee’ Mle ene One Hone arch We idee ERATE ME) nae 
200 cies tn Sepumc: he escaped UNhrt. According to American soLross however, Spangenburg was shot down ty pot anusel 
Rasswaded he Oaklewes ind Cape Charles € ‘Chuai! Vozger's 9.54. Ite alee peesble thet Lennarts'e machina war chet SH wt Th jt 


pectic terrane Contin tr 
eee nee tease down byl Wiliam J. Quinn in the Rassum area south of Bromen, The fourth Me 262 pibted Some ume sal 


eo tana mn ater On by OW. Bauch, was damaged in a taxyng accident al Hesepe. The only success achieves Kenny managed io 
yin tno oat by Ue union tis cay waS When Lt. Hare Sohal destoyed PA, renaseey 
Pastner, Next day Generals Keller and Galland artved to inspect the Kammando, the fatter alrea0) fs Ntaeane ol 
Iietwok werthe rating uxt SAppOInted by the poor Showing of te unit. Curing te late more of the Eienth the two hick the image 
Je A0l February 1H4behee Senior officers were: present as the unit Scambled to intercept en American homber Yen Sore 
EackihapcunetMeaedse — f6rmation, Two air, giloled by Major Nowomny and Qoit. Wegmann were to 


iow is Kimmande Newany, teke off from Achmer and two, fown oy Lt. Schall and fw. Bittner, fram Hesere, 


Nisireemirr manner ypiiel hy The engines of Navolny’s “White & refusod to start, and Bitiner’s aircraft blew 
Jeoumumveutional diese 5 tng on tao af, sousing sight damego, but Wogmann and Gahall engaged the 
concn hv oruete ‘enemy, claiming 8 Pi ano P-A7 respective, 


As the bombers retumed during the ely afternoon, Nowotny and Schall 
took off to ietarnept Schall claimed tn B.A, bit they were in fact both P.47s from the 
‘356th Fighter Group. Shortly afterwards Schal's engires flamed out ardl he was caught 
{and chased by a Mustang piloted by Lt, James W. Kenny of the 357tn Figster Group. The 
‘irenican ravea tne Me 20. wie macninegun Tre WIN Scrat jUSt enougn time to Dae 
‘ul before it exploded in a bal of fame, 

Nowotiy wes nt so lucky. After shooting down # 824 and & PSA, he was chased by 
large number of Mustangs but after outcistancing them, Ne disappeared Into cloud cover 
‘at 2,000 metres (8,500 ft), He then tuned through 180 degrees which brought him 
toworee 0 P54 piletod by Lt. Michord W. Stevens of the IEAth Mighter Group. Stevens 


Sven, 
kd Sowers 
sesh 

ti be 
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‘managed to get behind the Me 262 and give it a two cecend 
burst from 450 metres |500 yards). After the jot began to 
slaw, he gave It another twoseeond burst and then faloned 
it aver an alefold firing all the time Suddenly Nowatry’s 
aimraft went inta a steep, eft hand tum and disapneavect 
into the overcast. Horsified listeners on the graund heard 
Nowotny report over the radio: “Just made the third kf. lett 
Jet nas raved... Deen attacked again... been Mit.” and then 
hls Me 252 crashed in flames narih ot Bramscne before ne 
ould baw ax 

The loss ef Nuwulty sounded the dealt nell uF the 
Kommande, Athough it had vaimed 16 confirmed vetoes, it 
hed lost @ total of 26 Me 2623 deatioyed of damaged. Shurtly aierwatds k was Leisfetred Lack to 
Lechfold for retiring, Hotm. Goorg Peter Eder being apponted temporary cammender befere the arrival 
of Major Erich Hohagen. 

Wiondol submitted another erioal repert: “The Komimando wos: withdrawn for a rofres 
at Lechfeld after four crashes on & Noveriber. This was ordered by Genova! Galland who had been with 
the unit on 7 and & November. | 
Training of this Kemmando in my last report. The pllats are only partly “fighter trained” and go into 
action after anly two fighis in the 8262 * In this respect, they have newer altered, and it was only after 
‘Major Nowotny was kiled folowing an air battle with a large nurbe of Mustangs. that General Galland 
ave the orcer for ther ‘removal’. Ine Kommando Should be back to full strength in 8 to 10 days. 

Just orevicush, at an armaments conference hela early in November. Hitler had finally ghen 
permission to begin serles production of the Me 262 as 8 Ngoter but with the stipulation that each 
ital ~. rust be capiauie uf carrying atleast one 250 kg (350 Ib) vor in case of emergency’. This 

er Gescrovaaier unde I: Goss tOH JG T. 

The original fist two Gruppen of JS 7 had deen established as early as August 1944 fron 
remnants of the olf bomber Geschwader, KG 1 ‘Hindenburg’, Tis unt, which had been operating the 
He 177 on the Eastom Front, was withdrawn to Knigaberg to ke re-equpped with the Bf 109 6-14, 
This plan was eventually abandoned, but in Novembar the remnants af Kammando Nowoiny under 


20 alioady streseed weskneesee and faulte in the leadership and 


vate the finan Uf Ue se 


‘Major Hehagen boseme I./JG 7 ond the formation of two addtional Me 262 Grupyen planned. The 
first of those, 1\/JG 7, was formed an 27 November from I./JG 3 under Major Theo Weiezenberger 
1h 4 November two specialised G-uppon were formed to corsotdate jt fghtr waning. The fs 

these was IL/EIG 2 which wes formed fram Geyer's 
Erpraturgskommando 262. 1 was. eswipped with the Ne 262 and 
sas rennet int three Stafaln 410 and 44. At the eam time 
the Exgancungsstarfel ot XG 400, vhicn had moved to Udettetd on 
115 October, was redesigrted 14./JG Z ang two further Startein 
(44, anc 19.748 4Uu) estanushes a SprOTaU. TOW KNOWN as 
IN./EIG 2, tke Gruppe was equlopes with Me 1635. 

Te Mist loss SUTTered by IneSe UTIRS Came On 48 NovEMDer 
when Obit: Werner Glen, Mapitsn of 11./E1G 2 mas killed whet 
his Me 252 A-2a crashee near Unterschiauersbach On the sare 
ote Aled intligence reported thet the Grupor had a strength uf 
48 aircraft and 12 crens with 69 pupils. Limited combat missions 
were flown by Il /EIG 2, On 26 November three plats fom te 
Unt, Mair Rue Sinner, Lt. Fiz R, Miller and Ofk, Hermann Bicker, took off to Interoept Mliod 
reconnaissance aircraft ever Bavaria, Both Sinner and Buchner shut dawn an American FS Lightning 
hile Miler 5ady damaged 2 Mosquito from the South African ait Force, On the debit sida, Lt, Sohreihe 
who had claimed! Emprabingskommanco 262's frst viciory was billed In an accident at Li 

Meanwhile, ar 19 November, 1G 400 had heen expanded with the addition of Il Grappa The 
. and 6. Statteln were established by the renaming of 3. ard 4./1G 400, while a Il. Gruppe Stat and 
7.136 400 were newly Tormed, Ihe Gruppe was then transterred to Stargard with a new 3, and later 
4,/4G 400 established at Brandis to bang the 1 Gruppe back to ful strenetn. 


of 


he 


ie 


i erates RLM aNrat GeswnaTO 


‘eoramend of 
kame 202 0 


atk the 
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Meseorcohmitt Me 463 8 VE2 (W.Nr, 162 400 62) of 1./JG 400 at Brandis, August 1944 
This aircraft, flown by Life. Kurt Sehieholer, was unusual in having the fuselage sides and vertical tall surfaces 
mottled In giey rather than the more usual dark gieens, 
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Messerschmitt Me 109 Bla (WN. unknown) of 2./16 400 at Brandi F 
Unlite the provious colour lilustrations of the Me 469 i in thi 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-La (W.Nt. 110813) of IIl./EJG 2 at Lechfeld, January 1945 
‘This machine had dark green (possibly RLM 74) and medium grey (RLM 75) upporsurfaces with 


150 motte 1 After ertiving at Leehfeld the code ‘Crecn 3! was applied 
and a green letter ‘S' painted an the tall Indieating. a Sehulemasehine or taining aleraft 


eo 
pata 


es pat 
he aca 
frward fusca a 
ea usage bs, 
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Messerschmitt Mo 262 A:a(W.Nr. unknown) of Kommando Nowotny at Achmer, October 1944 

1d by Kommando Nowotny, this Me 262 has its uppersurfaces peinted in two dark greens with an 
* mettling on the vertical tall eurfacoe, Beth thie unit and Erprobungekommande 22's aircraft canted 
band around the rese fuselage, 


eon ofthis act 
fac hen changed and 
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The Volksjdger 


‘Tron the begun Fue srongly appre the Volks 
iy hector were Ded or fect ranma nich te tenant parfriver 


er project tn canitrast to the eects 


tromament, poar etsbilty, annd dubicus air worthiness Furibermore, | as contiiced 
that ibis aireruft cond not be browght into wortbrebile operation before the end of the war 
1 ferranc espomarture of labour and mater tas Dowrud 10 be a woe expense of ine ae 2 
Ti my tind, all resources cnighe ta bate ew concentrate on tis well-tested fighter tw onder 
tes make toe best ofthe possiblates renvaining 1 Us. lf we sattonel our strengths once more in 
tw fast pase of the ary tbee all our eiforts would be in vat: 

AdciT Galland, General dc jagatleger 


Me 2 


he cemplesity oft 2, which required 4 fay high level of skilled 
of the aivraft was 

relatively dow. 1 10 AuLust 1944. for example only 122 nad been completed: By 
this time, Ale aie suiperionity te redoved taining period for Lagjtieufe Righter 
elias of the curbojet engines then aailable, mea that & 


pilotane the po 
grb be wie al Carne ffs era hor 

Would be a total fess after five to Yen combat missions In adeltion, che Me 

Ines, and correspondingly more fuel, the supply of 

folds win sistas eaten 

sniitary position 


required Wo turbojet en 


we daw to) Geemsany’s rapidly dsterioeatings 


Thus the concept of asinale-engined turbojet propelled iter of about half 
the sie and weight Of the Me 202, Dut with a similar PertirMUNee, HecaMe 

fnxteasingly attiactve 
‘On 1d September, Obstl Sieginied Koemeyer of the RLM placed 
(People's Fighter) 3 cheaply prochiced, Fahiweight —ANDUF- Paoete te Sev We Wa 


specification for a Vole 
fighter powered! bya single BMW (U5 A turboyet The requirement called for a Stic Kacineyer wes apie sna et 
ae : pill and istrict wh was peal epee 


maxims speed! of 750 fan/h G70 mph) at sea keel, keoll distance of na 


more that $00 meties (1,600 ), the ability to operite from poe airfilds.and an MEME mh 0 ais 


Jotoed the Latwalte aa Mea iver) 
need dng ols ep 


ELON Shoes 
Gicepralwcnn of efdursnce fat lease $0 minutes at sea lee! at 10M per cent thrust The prope 


Fiokter wax to have an armament of two Mm MKC 10S 90 20mm MCL T51/200 pesca Moto Geraert vn Huish 


sommereeit eam, A fi asp, wien an tel were tb emped inthe Fers eC he German i ear 18 
Heike coasenicton. Recaps the mest demanding stpulien was thatthe competing Mens ealor Rowe candi 
BRON ne propesae should be recy for examination by the Rahter Aircraft Development [aureus MALE MaRS PS, 
ghee beew at Gronp of the REM within five days! aide aca In Apa 14S was append 
kets been As catty as July 1944, Heinkel bad intiatcd w series Gf studies, under une Tesinkal offer 9» Gea Dich Pele 


deselonr F107), 4 gheeshenaice Rt gdaee wid wep wings powered 
bby twin turhojts, tn August, Heinkel were advised by the RIM that single 
ition wis essential on a 


‘pesca sai ly. This vehi the 
nt cfthe-siving in production effort ypporuniy tw peru te Kees 99 


Piet show 
the fest Junkers 
halairattcwve engined com 


cuayfotlewitg and a probable shoreage ot power pnts. s the emre imo (Nt progucinn ght tener othe Me Se In 
sini ight oo up wap eerie fr he Ne 262 and AL 234 Bh only thc turbojet realy Novenber 19:8 he mas pommte 

2 January PSA yaa ar mtatlation in any new ihe was dhe HMI 063, renee, em LIE hi 
mer Fallowing Keemcyers apie Mette praied 3 deetive of the Burs ercenmentente te 
tren in he.) powered by 3 ingle dorsal mounted BMW (NS Ths ropa the HIVS1S, 052 yea yp the ent net eh he 
Stem seree, ——Scucddayn verion of the corer KEL accom the mer kl Kay eam te CRT ead Ae 


powerful BMW tute combined wit an unswepe wing and twit fins and mlders. —Prvelpnnt with she Chie of Technics Ai 


Sito lohan and ou AHI al wi ney espe fr 
bones ara eveipmnt ofthe He 12 ¥aladge 


progeal way Initily preferred 
Knemeyer foumally announced the 
Heinkel project a8 the winner of the 14 


ger compaction em 
sjuncted the 


10 September For rewone of prvtige, Heinle ha 
tdesignation “He S00, hut in October the RLM alocited the 
Uefunce type namber 8-652 4 the aia 

DEAE cnidcutde: Gilcean So eager 
within the Germain aircraft indtey and the Largs the 
Voltage programme was rushed thiough. Giring hinset 
became intecied with He Alea, commenting: “Handredit 
Tonsards! Unpieen Uousarads! Cnt the erneney tas beer 
‘hus bce Beyonal te Yoners oy Germany 

At dhe end of Sepyemher 1944, the pmivsional He 162 
riock-up was cleared by the REM and the Armaments Ministry 
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ABOVE The He 621 wae ks fs igh on 8 Dever? 19H4 poned by 
shan Gat Peter Te Mite we wrevectil Puce Ma 
Shy er hele highranking oes cade In ster ws fant wg 
‘Gsncuated nd the arse case kin the pio The evert we cane 
ofa. 


ling forthe cesule ot —AnOvT 
Mhotogeaphed ia 


then gave anes for the mas prion oe ak com Wa 
teas Prepaatons forthe rf rks manure enon Ger ih pray wns 
being Hed 1 te experiesa wire at Vem! IS Oem n3 Nome the AH Dea 
recon dans whch anoumed to apponse 1}. ere compete ndseres penton ex NCCI 
The 462 component commenced The pratyeHe Ka2VT wan unphte in {Desc anl w Be cee 
iow mise Sync ren 3caeaer the utorton oe Veager pg Tis ees cayenseoie ene 
Sheeomtcnes bythe Mies M20. muh sper ier which so Ben dae rr ono tee 
Smet the He 102 V1 wasn by Papa Get Pee Henkes et Text Plo wh repoted 
pico thar the engine ran “beautifully’, bat deat dhere was a tendency for the aircraft to tum ts port. Four ays jese ul aelages 
Iton December the prtype mas demons elle aon RIM if alert be seni 


Ain ofthe 
heehee npc the impurtant personages assembled below, Detor attempted an uarcheduled Kewl, lt 
an ks co speed run over the airfield. Ata estimated speed of 795 kavh (460 mph) the leading edge of the starboard 


‘ving ripped away casing the aera to go itera mol, which broke away the allen and wing up At this 
uot was hitude Reser was anable wo bal ov alee ctl wae desi ca 

{oerepend Subsequent investigition of the accident revealed that it haul been Cased by instability around the 
heween he twin aircrt’ lceral sis combined with defective glie bonding of the wooxen components Despee: this 
fisantruwiers. problem ih wits Getided 10 et preparauons Kir mass production procved as planned, HoMtcal 
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considerations 


bined with the consequences 


of cancellation, dictated that nothing should he 
allowed to delay the Videsidger programme cn 
‘which so much had been staked 


mishap, Fight further prenypes ant abaely oF 20 
reproduction aircraft followed in rapid 


Suceession, tin} inicerporatiny & Hos! of 


Galects, Drspita’ chee, Ghats; tha) sleet 
proved 10 be an unpredicuble, and sometimes 
angerous, aircraft 10 fly. During the frst three 
uh OF 1949 4 fut sla protanyycs ane! Roa 

Jeveloprent 
hid heen delivered, with aronnd 100 more awtitng fight 


pilots were lt daring the co 


A80¥P) Necase By the end of the war about 150 Vath 
thesomewtit esting and delivery and a furthe 890 ‘n varying sages of completion. in spite ofall the frantic eltor, 


a bao uring the st months of the war, only one jagdgescineader ~ JG 1 ~ commenced conversion 0 the 


roa ae asl this anit’ rexeguipment was never fully completed 


ianding illowing & ra 
broke hick, 


AUHOVE- A the endo te war the 
Hie 192 M20 ¢WNe 200103) wis 
Munchen Riem. The lewd Nay 
that this wa the tweteth prone 
{Weructs ce expermental) numbers 
Ths aieratt was tlt Heinkel 
snmstrony pain near Vem 


200016) cami the eal sgn Ue 
ane tn etch eer we srr 
veal peter fis Ths sre es 
Hie wi esi wig fle 


ee TAR TIAS 


Combat Operations 
December 1944-February 1945 


“The first problem of conversion to the Mo 262 was that of groator spood. Tho Me 262 cruised 
{wo to thiee times faster than the Ju 88 or He 111. Also we only had singleseat Me 2628 
4vallatle, no two-seaters. Pilots used to slewer aeratt found that the Me 262 could un away 
with them and it was easy to get lost. Also the type had a much higher takeoff speed than 
anything the homhar plate had proviously axperianced. If they triad ta itt the nose ton oar 
before it had reached fying speed, it was easy to stall the alrcraft on the runway.” 

Major Hans-Georg Hatcher Gagchwader Kommodore of KAI) 5a, February 1925 


{ter suffering disastrous losses in an attemstec renewal 

of the bombing offensive on the Britis Isles in the early 
months of 184, the remaining pilots of Genera) Detich 
Pelte's K, Flegerkorps were withdrawn from operations. Peltz 
then auggeated that these men te retrained an the Me 202, 
His reasonng was that their navigetional ckils vould render 
them invaluabe In such a role. Goring immediately entrused 
over the idea despite the objections of many fighter lescers, 
especialy Adolf Galland, 

The fret of Bety’s nite tn transfer th Fighter nnerations 
was KG 54, the lotenkopr \Death’s Head) Geschwader. From 
Jate August 1944 its remaining operational Gruppen, |. and 
IL/NG 54, were winarawn to GieoeIstact ana Neuburg: 
Donau respectively to begin retaining on the et fighter. LOVE: Dicech Pte was born on 9 pune 191 a Geran 


aco On £ Ortober the Geschmacer was given tie new desixator) _Thiingon snd guaified ae an engineer before foting the 
[busieeHeny dem engine compaty Sut 1953 


aatane OU) $4, Owing to the slow production of thet fighter orty cre i began nin nth the Lawton 1935 a pg ing 
ninertied Me 262 was initially available to the Grioge, the pilots beng me fllowieg yearn 20 April 1936 he was cansiered 19 


‘cate nin VS 36 eared ROT Sere 
Theta ef rei 3 emt Crp Rs March 


Imicirwi ite ai fr@O$ te make Use of ai Fw 490s to help conversion training: 


Siretes sine Conversion was further hindered.) @ bombing tack on 


IETS Gebeletacton 3 Octobe. and on tw 14th the fest acta leek Ibi lanug oud osotsedL’RGCD anche ised 
ene ec sfad wer Ot Kur Scars wasKled tings Fu 200 taut est Singapne hae ad 
pesmi ed) A: By 70 Gaxcbe HOt Eh ricmbe tn are F200 Fk PT tas ney 1) ec re Ok Rea 
Se ese ar SC tinhng. On the same day the training Gruyyne IV IFre}/MES RA, gy und rns arpy renpmale or the conection of ever 
Tohoas, Was fedesgnatea IAG) 54 butt was nat urtl 9 Decemaer —Domber wa oter des 

= {rat benan instruction at Leeneton tne Me 262, One sane 

Bath os ‘cay, HptTr. HetmU Nomagel OF 7./ ALLL) 94 reoortEC Making an attack on heavy bomeers near Ingotstec, 


‘but ne ys sven off bythe fighter escort, Next day Ot. Benro Welss of 2./KG\s) 54 Was kiled when his 
Me 202 rast oh Feline Bae Uno teu rar igh 

Galland appointed Oberst Jchannes Steinhoff 
Kormadore of 1G 7 on 1 December Il. Gruppe hed naw 
begun & period of intensive pilot training at Lechfeld. ts 
Missions included intercenting American tomoers snd 
Aiod recon’ jreraR over Bavaria, One euch 
sortis took place an the 2nd when a Me 262 flown by 
Lt. Weber shet up an FS surveilance airaft nerth of 
Ninehen bafore te was driven off by an escorting Pt 
Weoer claimed the F5 as his fh Jet victory, Next cay 
fw, August Libking ot the same Gruppe ciamed ne 
‘estucion of @ #1, but on ® Lecember urrz. Frearen 
Renrer of 10,/3G 7 was klled when nis alrrat. crashed 
uring a wansfer fight near Osnaorick, possibly shor down 
by Allied fighters, From this day bad weatner closed in, 
preventing furner traning by IL/JG 7 unl 20 December. 


supa: with the 


T94e-1945"°"" 


‘The next clash between II,/JG 7 and Alied aircraft came on 23 Decomber when PSs from the 
26rd Fighter Group escorting two FSe wore bounced by Me 2622 near Magdeburg. One F& wae 
immediately shot down by Ofw Erich Bilttner The jets and the P.54s then engaged in a mélée down 10 
Jowlevel. Buttner and Fy, Bickel each clarmed a Mustang destroyed, but neither victory can be 
contirmed, Tempests of 486 Sauacton RAF shot down the Me 262 ciloted by Fi, Wilhelm Wilkenion of 
1./JG T, south of Augsburg. 

Beal mall ver wotinwed ty henper operations Ly Luftwarfe anu Allicd ait forces alike, Ut is Ud 
rot prevent the formation of © Geachwader Stab/J0 400 on 27 December. This was placed under the 
leadership of Major Wolfgang Spate who had the task of co-ordinating operations by the two racket 
fighter groupe. Command of L1G 400 peseed ta Hptm. Wilhelm Fulda. By the end of Dacemser thie 
Gruppe reported A& serviceable Me 163s. butt virtualy no contact was made with the Allies during the 
following month. 

(On 29 Decemner A Erwn Elcrnom, @ veteran Jet pllol Now Serving With ML/JG 7, was Kiled In a 
lancing accident at Lechfeld. Ofw. Bitiner from the same unit shot down a Mosquito, possibly from 
544 Squadron RAF. |/G(J) 54 wae also begining to got involved in the action, four of Its Me 2628 
‘ettocking @ US Eighth Ar Force boribor formation in tho Moblor= araa on the 20th and intoreopting 
anathor noar Kassel neit day On the lact day af the year Ill 7 maved ta ite operational besos, 
9./G T to Parchim, 10./G 7 to Oranienburg and the Gruppe Stab and 11./1G 7 to Brandenburg-Briest. 


stew The Me 262 iter unts were nat nvoved in Operation ‘Godenoate. te major Lrtarie tack on 
Heit Dens of led its on New Years Day, but 1940 began Dad for I./JG 7. Lt. Heinrich Lnecker of 9/16 7 
HANG Zoe shot dow bya PE and wo more ofthe u's Me 2625 were cemaged in ining exces, 

Heceeay ‘About this time a speciol Me 262 unit wes. formad with the idea of dropping orbs on enemy, 


fversbor the bombers. Designated Korrmando Stamp, it was led by Major Gerhard Stamp who had previously 
ae aesete®  commended |./!G 300. It had five other pibsts: Obit Georg Seip, Lt. Herbert Schkiter, Ofw. Hans Gross, 
nk fw Fharhard Grik and Fw Sturm Schiiter explains: “Six Ma 26s were assigned tn the Kammandn 


Taney 1945. (ur mission was to try out a new weapons system in frontline service. An attempt was to be made with 
‘ey monks ner ew-oeveloped nomos ana a special signt 9 scamer the tight formations or US Demers by means oF 

Tanecan'ue te expIaSIONS. This, it was hoped, Would then make it easier to attack them by conventional means.” The 
GENE 0180), nit wes based at Rechin-Lare but ro operational sorties were ever flown, 


‘ied 18 which he On & January USAAF Generals Cal Spaats and Jimmy Doolittle warned that they would have to 
fate wes cttack jt fightor produetion ory soon if they were to provent the appearance of: '..jots of auch 
near Liggyw superior performance and such numbers as to challenge our aerial supremacy not only over Germany 

tut al of Western Europe.’ hey estimated that 10.000 tans of bombs coula set 
Me 262 production back by three months. 

Althowgh I /G 7 had been formed in November 1944 it was not until early March 
3945 thet it was able to operate in strength. Jonuary end Fedoruar) were marked by 
tialinterceptions flown in small numbers, Typical of these was the intercetion of 60 
US Eighth Air Force bombers by a siall number of Me 262s on 1 January. One of 
the jate wis How hy lf Haima Datjans af 40/1 7 wha rapeetent 

"AL 12.32 Now's ( had taken oF in ‘Red 13°, witha Rotte of Maple“ aieatt 
trom Parcnim to attack an Anglo-American ngnter formavor, Wnst hmong, at a 
height of about 6,000 metres (19,000 f) | sucderty notced thatthe temperature 
in my right engine had risen considerably. | then saw that my aircraft had fasta lot 
of fuel bewoon the fuselage and the right rine noar the landing flap. | awitohed! 
fF tne fuel and thom the right engine. Mor a few minutes | tried to restart i but 


jt prodticed dense smoke. | heard in my headphones that enemy averaft were 
making @ lowlevel attack on Parchin airfield. | called uo the operations roem of 
JG T and asked it could land at BrandenbureBrest. However | was ordered to 
land at Neurugoin. ln tis area | found more enemy formations; about 1,000 
metes above ard in front of me | saw three Mustangs on the left end four an the 
right coming towards me. I dived under them at an angle of 15 degrees in order to avoid their attack. 
Nevertheless | received hits in the left wing, engine, fuselage and eockpit, during which Iwas wounded 
by 2 gianoing shot and a splinter | pulled my merhina aver to the right and haled nist The aitoratt 
‘rashed in flames near Logow. not far trom Neurunoin, 


(@ ‘Maple and Siber were code names for tne Me 262, 


see TIGE-TI4AS 


Just afterwards, & second Me 262, plloted ay A. Heine Wurm oF 9./J6 7, was chased sown to 
ground level and also shot down, Next day |,/IG 7 suffered its fst oss ofthe yeer when an Me 262 
piloted by Uifz. Hans Werner suffered en engine fre near Keltenkirchen, He died in the crash, On 
47 January Hptm. Edor claimed a 8 47 ehot down near Paderborn 

On 16 January, GBring called a macting of al fighter Kammodaron In Berlin, entroating them to 
sneak seely about certain giieyarees they held. Their spnkesrman was the raenerted fehine are 
psi. Gather Latzow. He complained ofthe ifiuence former bomber commancers such as Peltz and 
Herrmann seered toTeve, the misuse o° the Me 262, Gerirg's own slu's on the ngnter pilots ana mne 
Increasing hifi nl warilioation uf Geld, Gdvi sete wit Aneta fry, Leleving 
that Galland nod inatgeted this socalled ‘mutiny’ Finally he shouted thet this was @ "mutiny wehout 
parallel in history" and thetered to have them all court martiales, Two days later he 
announced that Galland would he placed under house artest and Litzow karished to Italy 
erm be would take in the relatively insignificant pnt af fl Ohortalen Anche of tho 
‘mhutineers', Oberst Steinhoff. was also aismissed as Kormadore ot JG 7 ard replaced by 
Holm, Theodore Weissenberger. Command of 1/16 7 then passed to Major Eich Rudortfer, 
fn expeiine ou wilh 222 fll Wi ciel, while Mejur Rud Sines 1ouR Ove Ue 
IN, Gruppe from Hohegen. 

Lt. Richard Fiod, who was appointed Technical Officer of 1,/JG 7 on 3 January, 
remembered: *! reported to Sleinhoff, but shortly sferwards his place was taken by 
Hitm. Weissenrerzer Rurrffer heing my diract sinerinr At thie time we wera hacer at 
BrandenbureBnesi. but we Soon moved to Kallenkirhen in Schleswig Holstein where | took 
ver as Geschweder TO. The Staffekaoiian at this time were Odi. Hans Grunderg, 
(499 7) OVK. Fite Stele [2/N8 7) ertd OU, Hans Peter Welunenn (3,/55 1)" 

If Fritz Wendel of Messerschmitt Tectnische Aussendienst hed been rtical of 
Nowotny's handing of jet fighter operations, he had the appozite opinion ofthe now leaders 
Of 1G 7: “Hptm. Weissenberger’, in colleboration wth the Kommandeur of the ll, Gruppe, 
Major Sinner. made excellent rxeperations for operational deployment. Ground contra! was 
Derfected, “Safe fine” tranine was intiated: Le. the plots were trained inthe use of radio 
aids for navigational purooses using the alreat’s radla eauloment. Final, formation fing ABUVE bx. tanstecer 
in Gruppe strength was practised. ” “Dachd Velma Hearn 

Tore pert, Pid Gnner held a high opinion ofthe Me 202, “I wes pleased ond proud to 2¢Seneuber 
be responsible forthe testing and operational combat of anex, greatly promising andinteresting mission vn SIA 
weapon, With the advantages of increased speed and firepower it was now possible to catch Russia with 6 Ki 52 and after 
aere targets - especially potoveccnnaissance arcra® — which, due to their suparor “onine wita Ter ining 
‘er termance corpared to our pistan-engined Teters, cout previous not have been taken on.” ait ie cane Rapin 

Wendel was not so compimentary about the taining of | /MGL) $4, however, reporting Uf 5/JG 7 on 21 November 
on an attempted formation takeoff on 23 January WA tetndetinel 

‘inteen aircraft were scheduled to take off at £0.00 hours tut four vould Ot ton 9 omic WR tt bes 
the Riedel otorter failed an the fat, the tlllane tim could nat be adjusted on the accord, wimunan He al Down sot 
tailplane adjustment was not funetional on the third, having worked loose due to engine Of 527 melee 1M 
Vibration, ana a leak was discovered in a compressed airline in the fourth AS the remaining ated tec seansea ne 
twene ngnters began ther taxying run two more airrat had to abort. The first aifeaft had Riverheuz with Ouk Leaves. 
‘been joaded With Tul) Tues tanks DUT No Ammunition ana the Second nad @ pressure gauge WT te ewreimes wit Je: 
Which was net reading correcty. OF the te area Wat actully ook off, sk suflered sorte 
kind of problem 0 that only four vetumed i) @ wanibat ready wurst, 

Despite these problema, plana were being made for the futur of the Me 262, but even those fll 
vietim the cfspute between the bomber and fighter factione within the Luftwaffe, Tho former 
ddemanced the conversion of most of X, Flegerkorps’ nomber unts, KGW) 6, KB\) 58 anc KGL) 55, 
to the Me 262. JG 4C0 would remain and evertually be re-equipped with the Me 263 (or Ju 248 as it 
Was known ater the oesign was nandea over to Junkers), wre new units would De created to operate 
the He 162 and Ta 152. The fitter faction, on the other hard, asked forthe Immediate conversion of 
JG 300 and J6 301 tothe Ne 262, It was agreed that by June 1845, ten Me 262 fighter Gruppen woud 

M/C) Gy hand /KOU) 64 and ether I, Hand tlh /HGY) 5S 
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(i) Welssenbe'ger was promoted to Maar on 20 February 1685, 
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(on 9 Febuary 1945 
‘eis shot down by 
inthe leg 16 ys 


NIL/ASU) 6 under Hptm. Hans Baasner had received its 
first twe Me 2629 in Janver 

ary. Priority wee given to re equipping, 
the 7, Staffel under Obit, Henning Guide bacad st Prag Ruin, 
but it was not until the beginning of March that the first 
‘operational sorties were flown 

By 
Initially & was proposed. on 


With 0 further aie artving 
towarés the end of Februi 


5, pracuction of the He 182 was well under way 
January, ta establish 
Erprotungskommande 162 to introduce the altcraft to 
‘operational servce. the plan ror the establishment of this unt 
was discarded 07 21 January and replaced by @ sahieme to form 
2 compete new JagagescrWader to De KNOWN aS J 20U, DU 
this des gnaton was almost immediately changed to JG 80. Part 
of this unt, the 


tabsstatiel, was actually formed at Goslar, but 


hotly after wards It wes decided thel the frsi He 1625 would instealLxe ela JO 2! vacpaion 
of this, on 8 February, |/JG 1 hanced over its Fa 180s to the Il. Gruppe, and transferred to Parchim 

Meanwhile, while Luftwatfe loaders continucé to argue, even Il /JG 7 was stil net full operational 

It noverthe ‘and had 13 sitraftwiton off ph a further ton damaged by 

the end of Jawuary. On 2 February, the Chef of Operations Staff (Chef Fihrungsstab finaly gave official 

ance aieraft and fghtore. The 


managed to lose five pi 


ormigeion for it 19 operate unhindered against anemy racorna 
linrungsstab also reperted thatthe Gruppe had 27 servicgable Me 262s wth a further ten on thelr way. 
Next day the US Fignth Alr Force attacked a syathetic oi! plant and transportetion targels at 
Magdeburg. IL/IG 7 took off to intercept, Lt. Rudo Racemacher claiming, two B-17s while 
Ont. Wegmann and Lt. Weber and Lt, Kari Schnorr clamed one eacn, Hptm. Eder of 9,/1G 7 mayhave 
shot dewa two BATS a Schanaler clamed a P-51. The Americans insta tote at 23 BATS and 
seen PSs, the ony claim aganst a jet being made ny @ Mustang of the 364th Fznter Group whieh 
damaged an Me 262 south of Gardelegen. 
‘On 9 February KY) 24 few is rst major oppreion when 4 Me 282s les by the Mammoaore took 
off from Giebelstadt at 11.30 hours to intercept @ group of US bombers ee Fulds. The American crews 
‘eported that the inexoerienced jet allots seemed reluctant to attack, but eventually the ‘ight leader 
engaged and shot down a B-17 in lames, At that moment three PS Fighter Groups waded in to 
clarming six We 2625 destroyed. These include¢ those flown by the Kommiedore, Obst. Riedesel 24 
Eiaonbach, tho Gruppe Adjutant, Obit Waker Draht. tre Gruppe TO, O 
Kommandeurof|./KG\) 4 and Major Ottried Satrt. The fist three pote were killed, but Sehrt received 
a bullet through his shin, baled out and returned to the unt a wee 
‘Near Bevin, Me 262s fram I./JG 7 sttacked « fointion 0! B-L7s, Lt. Rademacher claiming two 
fan¢ Hptm. Eéer and Cit. Wegmann ane each. It. Schadrier claimed a P51. 
Nxt lay the Juttwatto High Cammand ardeend the raw General der Ingrfinger, 
‘Oberst Gordon Gollab to torm IL/JG 7 rem IV./JG 58 and equip it wih the Me 262. 
While 13.. 14, and 15./16 54 were to become 5.8. and 7./1G-7.16,/1G Bi was 10 
be placed at tne disposal of Galland (who had been feleased from house rest) fer the 
establishment of his awn Me 252 fighter Starfel to be knovn as JV 44, Also on the 
Oth, 1./36 400 lost is fst plot for somes waBke when FA. Gerhard Mohr was Kile 
(01 42 February Ill/J0 7 finally 3ecame fully operational with 50 airra(, Two days 
7 intercepted a formation of B-17s 


\cen Labeck and NeumGnater, Lt. Rademacher, Ue, Schdpaler and Ute. Quither 


later sx Me 2623 from 13, /16 7 ani 


two from 1 


Engler eo2h claimed one destroyed, but an Me 262 was reported shot cown. Three 
2 US bomber escort at 15.15 houre east of 
Stassurg, ciaiming one P-51 badly damaged, Also on this day, Obstit. Heln Bir took 
ver command of the Me 262 fighter taining unit ,/EJG 2 from Hot, Horst Goyer 
and the ceiginal Me 463 unit, Eraroburgekammands 48, was disbanded 
Kal) 54 attomy ep! US bombers attacking ol tergets on 15 February 
Two Me 2825, piloted by Uftz, Hermann Litirger and Lffe, Kurt Lange were dastioyed 
ang another damaged in an emergency landing. |./JG 7 also lost 4 piot killed when 
Hans Werner's aircraft caugnt fire south ef Kaftenkirchen shortly afer take-o 
/KGU) 54 Were again active on 17 Feoruary, one Me 262 olloted by Obit. Frkz Theeg 
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of the 4. Staffel being destroyed ard another damaged. Three Me 262s from 11./1G 7, led by the 
Stafielkapran Hptm. Eder with Ofw. Helmut Zander and Ofv. Hermann Buehner, tock aff from Parchim 
{0 Intercept an Amarcan formation qver nartheen Germany As they closed. Eser’s Me 26 was shat 
a by gunfire ftom the bombers and he was badly injured. Newt day the port angine caf 
(Major Weisserberger’s Me 262 caught fire and, although he baled aut, he too was hurt 

On 21 February 1945 US Eighth Ar Force 47s stated Gievelstadt airfield. hiling the 
‘Stafielkaphén of 3./KGU) 54, Obi, Christian Wuncer. Next cay 34 Me 262 from I./JG 7 clashed with 
Aled wrcraft which ned launches Operator ‘Gianon’, an aout attack against German rail anc 
Communication targets. Thirtyfour Ne 262s from IIL/JG 7 tock off to engage the bombers but were 
‘ot able to intercept as they were immeciatly involved intensive actos with enemy fiiters ./JS.7 
then took off from Kaltenkirchen led by the Kaptan of 3./J6 7, Obit, Waldmann, who claimed two 
PS1s around mieday near Oschersleben. The erly other successes were claimed by Gef, liermann 
Netter (two 8 £72) and Of Buchner (a P51). JG 7" 
othels badly damaged in combat, Pethaps the most rotable of these 
pilot Off Eaudach, who died sfter baling cut naar Schonewa d, 

The Luitwafte Chief of Statl, General Kar Koller, finally gave permission forthe frmation of Gllard's 
Jet fehter Staffel on 24 February. The unique designation Jegchertand (WV) 44 was allocated. The 
Grumenstar Was th hava an aatahlihmant of fe affirers, <2 
Flegerstatfel an establishment of 18 pllots and 16 aire. Transfering to Brandenburg Brest. which was 
ead in use by parts of WG 7. Galland now began nis seerch Tor plots. 
Tose recruited at this ume Irciuded Steinnort (wom Ne eppcinted nead ot 
training), Oberst Litzow (rom Kay), Major Honagen and WalorKari-eine "Bub 
Schnell bot (rom hospital) and Steinhoft's old wingman, Lt. Gottied Féhrmann 

Fran attempt io intercept a major Amevican said on 25 February, 18 Me 2628 
from ,/AGU) 54 took off rom Giebelstac. As they climbed through low cloud they 
were bounced by PSs ofthe US Sth Pgnter Group, With height advantage, the 


losses were tivee Me 2022 destroyed end tive 
as that flown ky the veteran jet 


Amefcans were able to wreak havoc amongst be inexperionced jet plots, In a 

sorios offurous actions, the Americans clamed he fever thon aoven Me 2626, 
‘The two disastrous operations flown by |./MGUN 61 on © and 25 February 

led Felt: to suggest that KG(J) 8 and K8()) 27, which were than uncergping 


retrsining, be tempor st Koller agreed to thie hy prineple, 
but believed that the units should be assigned to Luffotte 4 instesd cf Luftfotte 6 as the fuel shuation 
Cf the former was more favourable. As soon as the stancart of traning permitted, operations would be 
‘own against neayy bomber incursions trem Raiy, Koller believed thet success would be achieved through 
Surprse 35 the Americans had not encountered figner opsostion inthis area for over a year, 

On the last day of February, 22 Me 2625 from Il./G T and nine from I./KGU) 54 engaged four: 
tengied bombers In te area between Braunsohwelg arc Branderburg, The former unit reported no 
successes or losses, but the latter had two arcraR damaged. In addition i, /JG 7 had three alrcraft 
eotruyed ett ./KO) 54 enuites, a i euxivent 
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Mossorschmitt Me 252 B-1a (W.Nr 170075) of 1./KG(J) 5d at Giebelstadt, November 1944 
Sadly for the many Luttwatfe plots converting to jet aircraft, relatively few two-seat Me 262 B-Las were 
available for training. The first two characters of the code ‘B2 on this machine were about one fifth the 
leo ofthe romaining letters ‘SH’. The aiteraft was alco unusual in having a white lightning streaie 

painted on the forward part ofthe fuselage. 
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Messerschmitt Me 163 B V52 (W.Nr. 163 100 61) of 7./JG 400 at Nordholz, April 1945 
This aireraft hes brownich green and medium groon (RLM 82 and 82) camouflage with small mottles on the noso, 
tear fuselage and vertical tall surfaces. The yellow numer ‘1’ indicated an aircraft of 7./1G 400. 
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‘LOW: A anal member of Me 262 were fit with 
These area wer liver tthe Stabs 


Messerschmitt Mo 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Stabsstaffel/JG 7 at Rechlin, February 1965 
Another camouflage variation employed by the Stabsstaffel of JG 7 can be seen on this aircraft which Is armed with 
‘ow WGr 24 air-to-air mortar tubes, Vark green stnpes nave Deen sprayed over the pale biue (RLM 76) fuselage 
sides, with the wing and tailplane uppersurfaces in solid dark green. 
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Messerschmitt Me 202 A-ta (W.Nr. unknown) of Guschwatier Stab/JG 7 
at Brandenburg Briost, January 1945 

Prohably lawn by the Kommodore of JG 7, Major Theodor Woissonborger, this Mie 262 had more or less, 
Slandara camoumiage tor the period. I nad two black horizontal bars outlined in white on either side of 
the fuselage cross which often signified the aircraft flown by the Kormedore. The green number °4”, 
Prsitioned beneath the Geschwader badge is unusual in having a white shield 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of 2./KG(J) 54 at Giobolstadt, ApritMay 1945 
In another variation of the camouflage schemes carried by alreratt of KG(J) 64, this Me 262 nas a more 
‘conventional fist. The indlvkiual Totter vty aircraft wade Ef patito Ueight red, Ue eulvar fhvatlng Ue 


‘ooond Staffel of a Gruppe. 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-La (W.Nr. unknown) of 7./KG(J) 54 at Neuburg am Donau, March 1945 
‘This aircraft had brownish green (RLM 84) and midzreen (82) uopersurtaces with pale blue (76) beneath. Although 
it carries the code of i. Gruppe Stab of KG(!) 54, ‘B3+B0", it of the 7. Staffel, 


(RLM 25) 
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Combat Operations - March 1945 


“During the subsequent takeoff Waldmann and three other pilots collided and crashed, 
Waldmann being Killed. The altcratt then attemated to assemble above the cloud. but this 
falled and they were forced to make an uncoordinated attack, The result was that only one 
B-L7 amd one P47 were Uestruyed. Because uf the bal meatier Ik wes alinusl impossible for 
the oltcraft to moke a sae landing. The ILO (JagerLeit Ofizier or Tighter Control Officer) 
Prouahor talkod the pilots down one by one. Decpite hie laudable offerte, many inexperienced 
pilots crashed. After this operation the Gruppe was considered virtually annitilated.” 

Lt. Rechard Fred! of |G 7 whe flew a combet mission on 1 March 1945 


nL Maren 1945, tne tree Siariein oF 1,/J6 400 (7. 8. and 9. JG 400) Were oraered to move to 

Bad Znisclienahn, Witunundhaten and Nowholz respectively. It was Intended that they would 
‘operate from these north German beses egans: fourengined bombers, The |. Gruppe was to remain 
at Brandis to protect the local oil refineries ane continue to carry out pict training, On this day the 
US Eighth fir Force flew 2 series of bombing raids cn railway marshalling yards in central and southern 
Geemany One af thace was Inarcented hy Me 98S firm | /KG(|) 5A ner Ingnlstadt jus! afore 
midday. The Grunpe ciaimed a 8-24 and a P.51. but lost two Me 262s. Hoth oilots were killed. 

Two days later, ne Geschivader Stap and lI./JG 7 operates in strength fot the frsttime. 29 alcratt 
wok off Lo IniercepL Armericer! lneavy boners altecking Mesicvury, Hermover, Hikiesielnit ind 
Browrschwelg The 9%. Stoffel engaged D475 bemeen Craunschweig and Magdeburg around 
10.18 hours, Hptm. Heine Gutmann, Lt. Karl Schn5rrer and Of. Helmut Lennartz each claimed one 
dostroyed, while Off, Henz Russel shet down @ P-47 and Of. Hermann Buchner a B:24 and a P-5t, 
Gutmann's Me 28? erashed south of Waggum and he was killed. Shortly afterwards the Stab, 10. and 
11./JG 7 engaged the bombers near Magdeburg, but only OM. Heine Arnold succeeded in getting 
‘through, claiming a B17 and a P-47. ver Ratnenaw, Obit. Rul Sinner shot down a 824, bringing the 
Gescinwader's claims to six bombers ard three escorts. 

(On 7 March, @ pair of Me 1639 from I./JG 400 attacked a Spitfire reconnaissance alroraft near 
Chemnnite but without cues 


Athough the Me 269 fighter hac! now begun to appear in numbers, probleme were alraady being 
‘eeperience with fuel shortages On 19 Matoh, the Chef TLR eapartan that» Owing th the absence af 12 
production from the 1st to the 10th of March 1945, during which me consumption amounted to about 
‘2.1UU tonres, the stock oF 44,455 iomes avalave on Ze Feoruary nas fallen to 42,360 tonnes on 


10 March. Because of the loss of the Bohlen and 
Magdeburg plants, as a result of enemy action, J2 
production is not exacted (v be resuried for 30 days.” 

Meanwhile, ten pilots from 2,/JG 2 under Lt, August 
Hachtel had been sent to Vienna to collect the frst He 162s, 
ff Heinkel's assembiy Ine on 27 February, it was nat until 
114 Maurh however that the Unit suffered its first loss. This 
‘occurred curing traning when Uftz, Tautz was killed when the 
He 162 NUS (ne isin protorype) ne was tine 
suirersoulle Un lei ard burst (ray ames. On he same 
ay Lt Joachim Weber, Li, Alfted Ambs and Uffz, Emst 
Giefing ofl /JG 7 each claimed a P54 destroyed, 

(On 45 March, JG 7 were abla only to put up 2 hancful 
of Me 262s owing to serviceability problems. 
Nevertneless, four clams were made by the German 
Tgnters: Lt. Wener two 6-245 and Fn Ernst Premter and 
Of. Walter Windisch a B47 each. In addition, Malm. 
Withelm Steinmann of Il,/£iG 2 claimed a 8-17, Next cay 
Uff. Rolf Clogner of 2./JG 400 severely damaged a 
Moequito which managed to crash land in France, 

Retwoen 18 and 20 March, JG 7 few a total of eleven — in 
‘missions. During the first of these a total of 37 Me 262s 
fom the Il. Grugpe took off from Parchim to intercept 
1,329 US bombers escorted by 032 fighters targeting railway stations and 
tank fectories in the Besin area. In conditions of hazy cloud cover, 28 jets 
‘made contact with the bombers, The first attack, by 10 to 45 Me 2623, 
was led by Major Weissenberger who claimed two B-17s, Othar B-17s were 
shot down by Gf. August (fibking, Lt Rademacher and Lt. Gustav Sturm, 
with Obit. Franz Schall claiming’ P-51. Six Me 262s led by Obit. Ginther 
Wiegmann, of 9,/J5 7 then attacked. Their aitcraft were aimed ‘or the fist 
(ine wilt 58 nnn RAM underwing ocKeIS, and tie effect oF the missiles 
wos devestating, Obit. Weginain aid Lt Sulmdrier Lully Ulan ty 
bombers while Obit. Karl Heinz Seeler and Off. Windisch each destroyed 
another. The operation was not without cost, Wegmann being forced to 
hale nit and lasing a leg while his wingman, Obit. Secler, wae killed. A total 
fF 13 fou-engined bnmhers was clamed dastreyed. plus twe penbahles 
‘and sit damaged by the German jets, Other successful plots Included 
CUIL. Kulp who Stiot down a B-17 and Colt, Scnall wno destOyed a PSA. 

Further west, ,/JG 7's base at Kattenkirchen in Schleswig Holstein 
was shrouded in heay cloud. Nevertheless, Géring ordered that the 
Gruppe take off to intercopt. First away was 2 Schwarm of four Me 2625 
leet by Obit Hane Grinberg followed oy another lad by Cb. Fitz Stahl. 
‘Then, a5 the third Schwarm took off, two Me 262s colldied, killing beth 
Uuojt. Walomann and Otw. Gunther Scrrey. 

on 13 March the Americans dispatches 1.273 oombers ta attack 
‘synthetic oll plants and jet alrcreft assembly plants. Early in the morning 
lowlevel attack was mode on Giebelstadt airfield by eight PSLs. Two 
Me 262 Ade of 1,/KG\N) 
125 B24s escorted by 175 PS1s bombed |IL/KG\J) 5A’s base at 
‘Neuburg. causing severe damage to runways, hangars and buildings. One 
Me 202 was destroyed and three heavily camaged plus seven lightly 
darnaged, As @ consequence of this, Luftiotte Reich issued Instructions 
for | /KGU)) 54 10 transfer to Brandis, Zerost and Alt Lonnewitz, 

Later, 45 Me 2628 from Il, /40 7 
fof 8476, but enly 28 managed to enge~e due te poor viability. The 
fighters waded in with their RAM rackets navth of Chemnitz, destroying four 


nov 


slighty 


54 wore dootreyed. During the altemoon 


‘scrambied to intervept e formation 


‘weapon as orally ite ou sale os ake 
er tau to prt 
‘warhead ws impact se, which was sficient to give an encetient 
Chance ef bringing down 4 boner ti 

ner 1014 at the Stein fring range near Beinn and in eae 


The RUM was S12 mm (2 1 8ins) long weighed nearly 4 ke 


als of 007 
a circular parer witha dlamecer 


ls with the mise hexan 


jruppe 10 Ke cesta 


DOV pio, Franz Schall ei) asa 
‘Oberfeutaane while seine with Kommaedo 
Nowetny He was horn on 1 June 1918 at Gea do 
Aue serve fist with 4 Lartwathe Fak 
Reriinent aloe transients 52 Russia 

Fetnuay 1943. He clined 13 victovls in one 
dlay om 31 Atgust 1040 and in October was 
Ccomninded the 2 Sale, which liter became 
Me 262 hit a bomb enter dung an emergency 
laren at Parvhira aul expleded. He had steal of 
117 victories Gchuding about 14 with the Me 262) 
and had been awarded the Reterkreiz on 10, 
Oasober 1844 
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Rect 
(iw Frieden 
SiR) 54 walks 


ofthe enaine 


tHL/S and Gamaging Tour more. (ne suCteSSTU pOIS Mcliaea Lr. Sennorrer (Wegmann’s temeorary 
successor), Obit. Sota, Ow, Lenmar le and OM. Ariokd, Tu Me 262s, piloted by OFW, Hele Berthold 
Mattuschia of 10,/6 7 and Lt, erry Meyer of 24,/JG 7 were shot down by P-Sis, with both pilots 
lulled, Another P54 was elaimed by Lt. Nudaif Rademashes, The |. Gruppe of JG 7 alae engaged the 


bombers, Gefr; Hem claiming a B-17 destroyed and Uffe, Harald Kénig a probable 
UL /EIG 2 was also active on te 1th, its Kommandeur, the Ritterkreuztrager Major Heinz Br, 
shooting down a F-54, Other missions were flown by Ofw, Zarder and Lt. Harbot 
Next aay, 22 Me 2bJs 1rom |, and Il /% / took OTT To IMercept @ US raid on Hamburg, A total o 
hy Fu, Frigarion Brig. Three Me 262s were shor down by 


nine borers were elaine 


tie American fighter escort 


JG 7 was ogoin active carly on the Dat, the Stab and 14. Staffel at Oriest and the 0, ond 


410. Staffoln, which had Just movad from Oranienburg to Parchim, aitacking a bomaer formation in the 


eavily engaged, siv B.17s were shot down with W 


Dresden area. Although the American 
Weissenberger, Major Eile, Lt. Schnovre, Fr. Peiffer. Of, Amold and Li, FitzR Mller each claiming 
ne, Despite ths success two Me 2628, Tlown DY the veteren Lt, Wedér Of 11./SG / and Utt2, Kurt 
Howe of 10./J6 T were stot dow, HUI pllols being Aled. Shortly afterweres ten <ircrant trom 
KOU) 54, stil al Gevelstadt, took vIT to attack @ bumbe formation in the Giesserr Marburg ate 
The Amencans last ane 1.47 but claimed an Mo 262. The pilot, Uffe, Will Cheeks 
day 264 Pie of tha US Fifteenth Air Fores mounted an attack on Nouburg airfield, 
destroying 12 of II./KGU} 54's Me 262 As and damaging a further 38. 


(On 22 March, the airfields occupied by I. and Il/KGUJ) 54, were again badly hit by American bombers. 
A total of eleven Me bus suttered Various degiees ct camage at Gtevelstadt witn a Turtner exgnt 
vamaged at Ritangen, Two otter Me 2ozs were destrayed In an aborilve anlemnpt 10 attack the bombers, 


(bl Hats Kg uf L/KQU) 5A Leng lle, white OUI Adelbert Ex 


2./6O() 54, Wale out 
same day, Fifteenth Air Force bombers from italy relded the Ruhlend, Kalupy and Vitewe oil 
Mo engaged in a running fight with 
ind their fighter escort around midday, B17s were clamed by Major Welssenberger and) Major 
Fhuler nf Stah; Schnirrer, Ofhe Viktor Peternann (who flew with an artificial lat arm), Othr 
\Vonaisch, Fn, Metter, Onw, Lennart, Unw. Buchner oT Y. and 10./JG /, and Lt. AmBS, Un AmoiG, Utz 
Peter and On: LODkIng of 14./G 7. Li, Erich Scholte claimed @ provable while Govt. Sena claimed a 
P52 ad Lt, Aled Lelmer a prubabte, Thy 


rofinorion 


are 


rom I./IG 7 took off to intoroopt and Beas 


pals frou I /J@ T were hast i his aun, Fi Hein 


ee “1944-1945 


The suceoee of tha Mo 269 during the previous four daye wae enough te ploace Hilor whe now cow 
the Me 262 as: *.the decisive contrbutan tothe entre war” 

‘Un 23 Maren. «few Me 262s trom the Stab of JG 7 intercepted bombers atackngil refneties, Major 
Heinrich Eri clang two 624s end Oru Gerhard Reinhold a orobable 8-17. Just afterwards, 14 Me 2628 
‘fom 167 intercepted FAF bombers wit) a Mustang escort which were allacking @ bridge over the Wes 
Two Loncostera were shot down ard eth damaged, One Me 202, pray fn 1/J8 7, was sh dw 
by an RAF Musteng 

Net day, 21 Ne 262s serambled in two sections to intercept about 250 bombers heading for tank 
fctvins arovne! Berlin The fist ta arte were the Stah and 1. /JG 7 which attacked the homers near 
Wittenberg. Fe ola claimed @ B-17. Majo Ever, Lt. Ambs, Lt. Rdemache, Lt. Lehner and Oi. ok 
‘Te Secon foun, Mage up of me Zb2s Irom ¥. end 1/5 /, then attacked. Loft. Kulp, Lt. Sturm, UD 
Schall, Of. Otto riz! and Ow, Buchner eax! aired a B17, Four Luftwae pls were Sot down, but al 
survived. Late, bout 400 B-17s and 6:24 irom the US Fiteenth Ar Frce attacked et bases at Miner 
Rom, Novburg, Platting ond Erding. 8 forthe most darvags to 0 et unk wos again at Neuburs where 269 
82ds cropped 563 tons of torbs, destroying 14 Me 262s of Il. /MG\) 61 ard damaging 26 more. 

An 95 March, 3 Ma 269s from Il /IG 7 intercented a raid by about 250 B.2ds on oll storage 
depots near Braunschwelg, Hannover and Lauanburg. Although the German allats claimed seven 
craft, he Me 262s were ios. In a separate action Major Otties Sehr, Kommandeu ot |./KGU) 54, 
rae ols juste SeIiC'S plave was Laken Ly HpUL Base, wh temporary command OF IE./AGU) 6 
passing to Obit. Ginther Overdick 

od woathorretricted oir oportions botwecn 26 and'20 Merch but this enabled /NGL) $4 
to transer rom GietelstadttoZerbst and IG) 54 to Neuturgam-Donau, Despite the weather, 
900 8-475 managed ta attack tank factory end an armament plant in Bein on the 26th. As they 
fetumed, they were ntercented by Me 262s fom |/JG 7 near Braunschweig and two B17s were 
shot down, possibly by Obt. Stele of2./1G T and Obl. Schuck of 3,16 7. 

The eater improved un 30 March, enabling US Eig Alr Force bombers 10 Ny 1,299 
sorties ogainst U-boat pens end the port complexes at Hamburg, Bremen and 
Witholmshaven. Over 30 Me 262s were serambied by Il. /J6 7 to intercept, Lt. Sehnérrer 
claiming tNo B-175 end O'hr. Petermann one probable, As Schnérer pulled avay, his 
Me 262 was hit by fire from the bombers end he was then chased and caught by four 
P51 near Uelzen, With only one engine operating at full power, he decided to flip his 
arroraftover onto its back ard tale out, Unfortunately, his leg hit the tal anc it was so badly 
broken that ited ta be amputated. Around the same time, eight Me 262s from |. /JG 7 led 
by Major Crich Rudorffer alse interweyted te buiers, Om, Geilard Reilet ulaived a 
8417, but F.Fv, Heinz Jansen was ahot down in flames. HOVE 11 Kt Que 

On the last day of March, 428 Lancastor anc Halifax bombers attacked submarine pons Shirt was urn 22 
And the Rinhmy lind oss areraft factory at Hamburg Unfortunately for the RAF thoy had Man 9a Serene 
arrived too late to rendezvous with their Mustang fighter escort. AS they neared ther target the mle wf 1011 serve 
39 Me 2828 rom 1/13 | ana BN TOM I./IG F struck. Not Raving to Worry bout ngnter_—eweum > wt 
opposition the jet fighters were able to wreak havoc amongst the British and Canaaian NA Amv nS) 
bomber, The Luftnare puis lahned 19, (wy shui uf ie imme autualy Wat, Suesstal  eymesin 12 Norebe? 15, 
pilots wore Obit. Franz Schall, Od/t. Ilene Grinberg, Lt. Hans Todt, Lt. Friedrich WilheIm — but after recovering waneferted 
‘Schenk and Fhr. Friedrich Ehrig who claimed two each and Obit, Stirm and Of. Relher who fel 
each claimed one, plus 2 probable by Lt. Hadl Weis Notoiay aed hen toad 


During the month JG 7 had claimed the destruction of 108 fourengined bombers, Fheconming Kapitin of 
Zé Tignters anda Nosquito. Ihe Gescnwader lost 22 pilots killed and te wounded. rete on 1b ot 


XL was Soon to be joined in combat by JV 4 whieh had teen waining on the Ne 262. By 
this time ithd aoproximately 20 plots. At dawn on the 31 March, Oberst Steinhoff eda group an he wa then cae and 
of seven jets to fly from Brandenburg to their operetional base at Minchen-Riem, The fight was Wssterat shat by faut 
mpltetin the resort tine of 42 rine and at an erage speed of G85 km/h (428 mh). auniag cen TB iced 

By the end of March Il./KGU) 8 had received five more Me 252s despite an order the tiland was s uly bak 
issued on the 20h ning cut firther reequinment nf the viit In a fypleal versal of iti Mal be anata 
instructions which was to become more ard more common as the Nazi regime struggled in ctu yoc then ih 
its death troes, the order was countermanded 11 days later. KGU) 6 Was now to become ine Me 26¥ au was award 
the next unit to reequip with Me 262, Unt this could be completed, it was to train and fy he Riekeus oe 22 
factory protection missions, much like KG\)) 27 was doing with the Gf 109, ey 
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Heinkel He 162 A-2 (W.Nr. 120074) of 3./JG 4 at Lock, May 1945 

This aircraft was flown by Obit, Emil Demuth, Staffelkapitin of 3,/JG 4. In addition to the number ‘14" in yellow, 
‘te machine also has a small number ‘20' on the fuselage side which may have indicated the Kapitan's sitratt 
(a position temporaily held by Demuth), 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 Ala (W.Nr. unknown) of 1./KG(J) 54 at Giebelstadt, February 1945 
Several of KG(!) 54's Me 262s had pale biue (RLM 76) wave patton camoulage sprayed over the dark green 
(RLM 83) uppersurfaces in a random style which was applied aver both natienal insignia and markings. 


Neuburg Bona 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-La (W.Nr. 111918) of Stab IIl,/JG 7 at Parchim, spring 1945 
Although the Stab of II,/1G 7 was based at Parchim during the spring of 1945, this aircraft was discovered by 
‘American troops Ina hangar neat the Dutch border. The dividing line letween the upper and lower camoutlaze 
Colours on the fuselage sides Is higher than usually seen un Me 262s of this period. 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (WANr. 110859) of IIl./EJG 2 at Lechfeld, March 1945 
‘hia Schwatfsch Halt oultaiteramt was transrerred to Neuburg. on 8 February 2945. I; Was assigined 
to Major 


ter Obstit.) Hoinc Bar of IN./ENG 2 on 25 February and became one of the most 
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‘Messerschmitt Me 262 A-La (W.Nr. unknown) of 8./KG(J) 54 at Neuburg am Donau, April 1945 
Towards the end of March 1945, KG(J) 54 adopted fighter type markings, these replacing the old four 
character code system. Thie aireralt cavriee the yellow number ‘3’ and vertical kar of the Il. Gruppo with the 
‘blue and white chequered rear fuselage band adopted by the Geschwader at this time, 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. 110800) of 3./J6 7 at Fassborg, May 1945 
own ty Utz Engler of 3./JG 7, this aircraft was repaired several timas. It has browelsh green ard mid.grean (RLM. 
1 and 82) motting on the fuselage sides and fin and rudder, with the uppersurfaces in a splinter pattern of the same 
colours. The undarsurfaces were pale blue (RLM 76). Twe 450 mm wide unit identfication hanes in blue and red were 
painted arourd the rear fuselage, 


teceved the Air Mis wut 31-and te RAF 
‘eet VRAIS, On 27 Mar 1S W/ Ce 

Schiele of 6 Satan wok ot raner 
ibe ceva bom Febery © Schleswig but 


rose pear atetta extend on nag 
Tabeck Scere shure ey wat raped bat 
ss eventual scrape 


ELOW: 4 tneap of even Me 
Not of the nits ace fd phe dark 
Jaeen uperriices wy pale Deen 
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‘rth Oberst Jones iho! Whe both pas 


5 eptember 113 htendort in Sexo: He 
efor transfert the Laftwae 19%. the 
ated of war ews Ssfellapan of 10/3 3 
in expecta RN Fee sete toMy 
neh, He ws tiered 6 J6 $230 
Tan seeel he Woh eetny oa 81 Angst 
1562 March 1988 he won pow to Nort ck 
take over comml af J 7 ant was appeared 
the Gat Remi 5G 7 in Navesacs 1944 


Following the socal herpes mtn” be 
aac JY 44 bse caf fac 
rast Api 1945, He was winded the 

{toad of 176 vets ste with the Me 262 In 1952 
he fetumed she Bundestitwafle and wan fo 
reas Feeame Demat Chit tal Operon, 
thas prone wp Brigade General in 195 an 


Combat Operations 
April-May 1945 


Te war eriiod for the remnants of JG 400 at 18.00 hours on 8 May 4945 at Duppau. We 
received ou discharge papers and the reriaining vehicles were divided among us 30 we 
‘eauld make our own way through Germany. We destroyed cur weapons and within the hour 
‘small groups of us had set off in the same direction. On the following day, | managed to 
‘cacape the US foreos at Stollborg near Chemnitz by hitehing 2 ride In 2 Gorman army lorry 
‘Six wooks Inter, my family and | reached Cologne,” 


fw, Hans Hosver of |,/-G 400 in a letter wit 


dof the war 


rmenth of April began with siv Me 2625 frem |./ 15. 7 being rlamage 


wderout 


Next day, Urfz, Ginter Bldtchen of 7./KGU) 6 crashed on a taining Might, one of a nunber of 
Me 2628 0St by the Uni, On thw Sid, 14 Me 28z9 jruin NG) 4 Uperated ayatisk RAP Lanta 

while V 44 flew ts ftst operation wien Lt. Firmann ard Uffe, Eduard Schallmoser took off fora patrol 
sver Manchen at 37.55 hours. No contact was made with the enemy and the two pilots returned safely, 
landing grourds in northem Germary plus the U bos: yards at Hamburg and Kiel Against the bombers, 


(fe put up 0 total af 48 Me 26: 418 and 10 slrorat. The 
first clash with American fighters came around 09.15 hours, resulting in the joss of severe! Me 252s, 


including that piloted by Ma 


Sinner. Suffering fom severe burns tothe head and hands, Sinner wes, 


sur oF I /16.7 wae taken by Major Woligang Spite, 2 veteren 
163. After aiming a P51 destroyed, the Kapitan of 10./1G 7, Obi 
ranz Schall, also had to hale aut near Parchim, but was unhurt, & total of four Me 2625 was clamed 
ny the 38th FG in this action, the other Mustang avicts seing Lt. Hobert C, Havingnurst, Lt. Nile 8, 
Greer ano Capt. Harty R. Corey. In a second Me 252 attack, over Hamburg, four more jets ware 
destroyed. but German victors included Lt. Schenk, Lt Rademacher, Fy, Pit and Fr, Prefer, One 
M P51, Another group of fs fran Il. /JG 7, which hed assembled rear 
Sterdal, intercepted American Yornbvers South of Bremen, shooting down tree 


peta! beth the Me 262 and Me 


was shot down by 
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JG. was ined by 14 Me 262s from 1/KG{)) 54 who claimed twa 17s north of Hannover, Buring 
the sctions, the jet units destroyed nine American afcret with thee moe: lamaged. Sart trim the claims 
‘ready mentioned, Major Weissenberger shot down a B27, Lt. Stele and Get. Hem of L/JG / a B27 
each and L. Weis a P47. 1G 7's losses were severe, tctaling seven Me 2625 destroyed, five missing 
aad ve Uemageu, Riu losses InolWed Lire, Oto MeckMaNn oF 11./G 7 wo WAS Ke Near LEIOE, 

Furihe: south, two Me 262s fron JV 44 piled by Lt, Fatemarn and Uff. Scheshrioser were 
scrambled to intercept several reconnaissance Ligntnngs, Schallmaser attacked fiom head-on, DLL he 
losing speeds were such that he rammed the Amercan arcraft, The later crssh 
{was able te return safely with light damage to his Me 262, 

On 5 Apri, JV 44 flow its frat operation against tourengined bombers, 
‘Ne 262s to intercept an American incursion between Minchen and the Danube, The other gilats wore 
Majer Walter Krupinski, Lt. Fahymann, and Of Rudalt Nielinger, One B-17 wae shot down ane tw more 
famaged, but Fihrmann had ta bale out ater both engnes of tis aircrat failed, Noxt day 
Majer Hoimvioh Ervier of the Stab/1G 7 was killed, possibly after ramming & B17 

Almost 60) Mr 282% finm ill /16 7 and 1 /MG(1) Ba suipported the mass attack on a US Raber 
natich ty Schulungsiehrgang Elbe on 7 Apri. Two bombers were calmed by pilots from W/1G 7, 
8:17 over Parchim by Ofw. Gobel and a #24 neer Bromen by Ut, Schoppler. Later two PSIs were 
Shot down by Gin Neumann and Fre, Plater, Several Me Z6Zs were clamed ty the US tighter escort 
‘but tie ony known loss was "White & ploted by Hot. Werner Tronic, Stafetkanitan of 1./KGLS) 54 
wo baled aut near Halcrow anu was injured, 

Luftotte Reicir wdered, on 8 Agri, that only three Gesctwad 


Because of the war situation, l 
JG 7, KG(J) 54, and JG 300, were to be equipped with the Me 262 for the present. |, and I/MGU) 6 


but Schalimeser 


einhot leading sour 


“I was constantly shot at by all 
eight Mustangs...” 


Rudolf Sinner, UL/JG 7 


ofore ake-o, hostile ighters were reported at 80 mete (26.250 ft over the 

‘ried. The abitude wis probably overestinutel because the noise of he alma 
seemed! much closer: I now thiak that the fighters were close to the eth! cover at 
40 metres (1,512 1. 

In one ala half cireults oer the fled, 1 gathered seven alferaft under the clon 
cover while the others were behind us Through a hole in the cloud coves, I went up and 
Immediately sported inthe sun to-ny left and above me, four aireraR which I presumed 
were ThuzderbeitsI bunked steeply toswards them since J could not move away: fom 
them in my inferior position. The Thundesos carned away shayply Wo yin a counter couse, ke my 
attempt t0 go after them, Lobserved four Mustangs chasing a single Me 262.1 ln want to use my rockets because ie 
‘would have seta bad example to the rest of my Gruppe toy 
‘ne on my right diving for the attack 1 Curved dough them and was ste st from besind n dolig so. tt was ampossible > cam oF eve oF 
increave speed! Because ofthe closeness ofthe ground 

Twas constant chor ty al eight Mustangs In attempting 10 clin for dhe eats Cncceived my fest hit. diciced 40 ahs 
‘lfbefore went Inio the clouds to gain speed as two Mustangs were folowing some diszance behind My rockets woulda t Be, Wile Las 
‘working in the switch, strong smell of smoke eame into the cockpit I was hit again and I say thatthe Feft wing was burning The fe spreal 
tthe epi es 

Heft the cockpit ata sce o€ 700 hm (435 mpi without hating te rudéer.{ discovered immediately that my parachute was torn open 


san! my ight eg wats tangle up fn the hurnessand ssets It was my fein thal Ue paractoute ad separate fom tae belts a artes, 
he pence Ioy4o seae 


O ‘pm fight oF 4 Ape wok off from Marchi for an atack on a bomber formation, 


romps to gt away fre the Mitangs Faw Fine Mates ew 


ay eke 


linia Afters for decercire mnncirer 1 desided to bale 


Twas dove tothe around, Lpaledthe vip 
tothe parichate by the fet! belt only. landed n my thigh with my left ara: anging in the paracinte risers ina freshly ploughed fekl Despite 
frying to sid myself of te parachute I was sill attached 0 and was dragged some 20 metres (55 M) into a harted wire fence, 

Two Muatanger shot at me while Lio lying i the haehet wire dle morc aa kong as they cand ace ne. Wh they cocked te begin a 
pew attack, | ran about 25 steps tot furrow and hid They continued shooting atthe parachite fat their shots weren't very acute Peal and 
probably because of the fla a Red, they fell aay | received irs from the men of a sida squadqoa anc! Une doctor of fagtenipne 10, 


eed ater thrce someesnuts andlaew to my amacetient that the panic 
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and KGUJ) 55 were to be disbanded, On the seme day 15 Me 282¢ from 1,/G 7 
intercepted en RAF Lancaster formation hombing Hamtirg, Chit Stehle fram 2 /1G 7 
Claiming one It Weihs algo claimed aP.A8. Fu, Geisthavel of Il,/1G 7 intercepted 
A firmation af four BAe near Cevthus ane claimed two with the alt ot ths 
FZ 42 gumsight, An RAF bombing raid on Parchim meant Dat 1, /JG 2, whieh 
Was undergoing traning on te He 162, was forced to wansfer to 
Lucwigsiust (en pilots rom tne 3. starer nao ort just ploKec up a batcn 
of new lets from Heinkel's Rosteck factory. On the same day (L/G 1 at 
Gare vas also ordered to mon to Rostock Wy begin conversion frm he 
Foe 190 to the new fighter 

Next day the US Eighth Air Foice bombed ten jet sirfisids in 

jeuburg. Mncher tem, Leeheld, 


seuthern zertral Germany, including 


Leloheim, Memmingen and Landsberg, Mast domoge woe caused at sue 
Nouburgem Doru whore 65 17% with fighter exeert crapped 273 tone of ede 0 
bombe or th airfold, etl occupied by Il/KGJ) 54. At MincierRiem, 208 8476 pinta 


roloaged 550 tana of ome, edly damaging sk Me 262s from IV a Lachilé was alsa heovly 2 
Gamagod in the ache, Shorty sterwarée 167 sorabied 20 Mo 252 te ivrceptcemo 50 RAF miner et he 
Sombra atch shpyrds, Uboat pons nd hati tat woe Harr A Lmcostet wa Sem eezAse 
claimed ty Chir Schaef W./4G7 and Lit Garter Eng, L. Rudo Zigler and Ge. Paul Miler ot Sees 
1/187. U.Fte# Muler of 12/36 7 also ciamed a 47. On one Me 262 fs KRown 1 rave Deen mara 
Jost in combat on this day, that pilcted by Utz, KOhier of 3./JG 7 wno was kited. cue 
1 10 are tutware ew wnat orved tobe te larees number oI eter sortes town none Stn 
ay cue te var, US bombers had tered et shteis n worfiom Germary cacy Breorbing meet ac 
Brest, Burg Magdeburg, Oranienburg, Revi, Lire, Zest. Neuruppin and Parchinn, The first unit «oer was 
eroset er 8 Tf ee Oot. Siti Maton lee renee Da Ton, RE Tree 
Unaodg bunds of toes of bari in 220 minute essai whlch preeeted fom bene uss again alte ie wrod 
Until the end of the war. Ten Me 262s were destroyed on the ground including three from Stete’s Staffel, “librate 
Shorty aforwods, uot 099 and 10/10 1 took ff fom Parton, they wore bounced by Stand Or 
Wciooh ond UE Louis Paul ig were ehet dawn. Bath piste curved wth ever utes. Fee 
jes rhe hacen errs arhod Parlin a Seobite otha pee Waly, sk of 
Demis fl open gen Asthey retumed; ex Ne 2636 pre chase but wire asap #638 aed 
a volent sir bate fob pace. One Ue 262 lost was tat piloted by the veteran Cb Schall Kapitin of 
10,07. He dad whan jt onsen a ar ater at Pri. Ke hn etl -THE) mre 
Of then fr 187 the aka tom Crier, Lar and Beanderburg. several Me 262s beng st 

1 Tare, eopled hy 1 KG} 772 tr amie are niet Th int hada mnt of 
37 Me 2526 a ths tine, Tree ofthese, ploted oy Ut, Pau! Fallon, Lt. wermare Wacker of 
22/NG) 94 ane Ligon Rossow of 3/KGL) 54, were st, Falenda being Kile an tre cer two 
THUG nan JF na LA 99D DLO Foe GOC 1A SS AAT HOM Tee Say 
rmentoned, cher plots klled ined Cb. Water Wear. Kapldn of 3./JG 7, Ob Walther Weve, 
Go He ond Ute Kier. non OU Was Scluck S167, baled vl American suczesses 
oe bach ot th) Sescbed We day as the goa: Rt esta" 

Ths days Sree dea to ta jot boos sotto Garry IG eet UNS IS ve ea 
The pln wae or the tab of 10 


1d ./KQU) £4 to transfer by wey of Orendia (nce Leipeig) ond Alt 
Lonnewitz (north of Dresden}, to Scar (now Zatoe) and Prag Rusin 1 
‘alsa te be tomporaily ascombled at Brandic and At Lennewite, hut they never appeared at the fermor 
age, The Stab of KGU) 54 went to Farstenfeldbruck naar Minchen, 

‘Tho 2,/: 400 was also active on 40 April, Lt, Fritz Kelb's Me 163 making an atteck on a 
Laneactor formation with the radieslly new 50 mm 86 50D JEgerfauet upward fring weapon. Pacing 
just below the bomber the weapan wae astamaticlly Wiggered which blasted it from the sky Also on 
410 Api 1 /1G-400 received ercers to bagin conversion io tre Ho 229 alLwing jat fighter, although plans 
for the production of this revolutionary airoratt Were far trom ready. By the 14 Aan, conditions at 
rend were such thet at remaining Me 1635 were ceSoyed and most of zne remaining personne! 
ordered to transfer to the German Arm. May of te remaining lfcrar ror 1, /JG 400 were cancured 
When the unk surrendered to Brtish troops & Husum n May 1945. 

By now, not only were vay "ies becoming unteriable Duk Ue shurkage UF fuel was worsening, 

°9 presume “General Pleniywteitiary for Jet Ara 


yoetively, |. and ML/IG 7 were 


tsar at 

erational fighter 

a wn JG 31 

1G? in December 
mando 


wa jure 
Febuary 1045. 
aeration here 
News arda 
Jha chimed at et 


E 
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oidered ‘Attention is chan to the urgent necessity forthe utmost economy in the use of J2. Waste 


must not sontinue. Aieralt ere not 49 text to paring places under their own power. Termotion 
commanders to be instructed undor threat of court maria 

On 12 April, Of Frare Gap of &./KG(I) 6 flew the unt'e first operation to 
Feconnaissance aircraft, Two cays later Il,/JG 7, in the midst of transfornng. from Alt Lénnewez to Prag 
reported 22 Me 262s on hand. As the Gruppe tcok off the Me 262 pllated by the Kaptan of 


11 /IG 7, Ohit Erwin Stahiberg, was shat down by an American P51. To mabe matte 
conidtions forced the unit to land at Platting rather than Prag. A secand Mi 
11/36 7, was shot down by another PSL near Riesa, The plot. Fy, Arno Thimm. baled out. Ths was 
OSSDN the NS operaonal Joss by this Gruppe, 

The period that followed, night up to the end of te war, was marked by the issuing of sormicting 
summands, edicts and orders from venous Luftwarie commands and Hitie’s nleniootentaries. For 
exarple, the Luftwaffe order What JG 7 should Uenster Io airfekds in Bavaria wes countermanded by 
8S-bergruopenfihrer Hans Kammler, the Fuvey's Plenigotertary for Jet Alicralt’ on 415 Apel, He 
Sirected thet the unit should move to bases at Eger, Saar aad Prag: usin fun whee i could cunksiue 


this time fiom 


its defence of Borin, Co 
whore they were joined by the Me 262s from /KG{J) 54 and Il./KGU) €. By the end of the day there 
wore about 60 Me 262¢ at this afield 
Apart rom conventional bases, prapzrations were also in hard for the jets to operate fiom 
autabahne, the grace median strise of which wero to be conereted over. By 17 Apri all the Me 262 
fighter units had arrived at ther new bases: JG 7, |./KQ()) 5 and Il. /MGU) 6 were now at PragRusin, 
JV 44 at Minchen-Riom, Stab/ KG!) 54 at Firstenfeldhrick and Il. /MG()) 54 at Neuburg, Also at this 
time, both JG 7 and AV 44 were making increasing use of the RAM racket, Adalf Galland shooting down 
two B-26s with ths devastatine weapon on 15 Apt 
Advancne Alec Ue00s faced 1/619 move agamnon-L5 Aad. 1s me to Leck m Schleswis Holste 
The speed with which the He 162 had been introduced meant inatithardled wih extern Sensitvty 20, 
al one tin, pls were ordered not to fly at ever 50 f/m (320 mph) and above 3,000 m (10.000 fy or 
for hag nn 5 ete, allie, modeahan aed Weng Be He 162 proved Wo De a revel, pest, 
aircraft to flyin the hands of an experienced pile, but caution stl had to be exercised, partoulaly 
I the application ofthe rudder controls. However, by 1945, the mejonty of te Luftwarle’s fighter 
pllcts wore inexporienced youngsters, and the relavey few of them who few the He 162 found it 
more than a haneful to mactor, frequent aceiderts teirg expericrcec during taining. As for the plon 
to train hundreds of tonnage members of the Hklor Youth to Wy the sirra, thie would have proved 
itle short of unrealistic lunacy 
(On 17 Agel about 20 Me 262s ‘tom JG 7 flew operations, Major Spite, Obit. Bohatsah and 
Opt. Stee each claiming a bomber in the Dresden area. Avcund Prag, Lt, Fritz R. Miller, Of 
Schéppler and Giv. Pits! both claimed ils anc! B-17 was shot dewn by Hpi. Eeser naar etn 
The unt cet ent have it ll sewn way thigh, Sehwearma of we Me 2628 tran 1G 7 tee by Chi 
Hans Grirberg al being shot down. Unly the leader escaoed wit ns ie. Further soutn, seven Me 
2628 fom JV 44 were in action, claiming oe eneniy aircraft destroyed and ane probate. One of 
these mey have fallen 1 Ur, schaimaser wno 
married B47, He baled outs 
Next day, six Me 2625 fram IV 44 led by Ge 
(Oberst Steinhatf Heading the second tight of three * prepared 
to take off to intercept American bombers near Regensburg 


‘As itneared tohe off apced, Otcinhotf's Me 262 nit a amall 


quently, JG 7's remaining akcraft eft Alt LOmnewitz and Plating for Prag 


bomb crate, crashed and burst into lames. He survived, but 
as ternbly burnt 

Just atter this, the Kommedore of KGiJ) 6, Oberst 

ted to take commard of all jet 

12m eta 9 battle 


Hermann Hogeback, was 0 
Lunt in the greater Brag. are and soebine: 
fioup te be known as Gefechtsverand Hogehack. He now 
had ettectne control of JG T. 1/ KG) 54 ard II. /KGQ) €, al 
basen at Pag-rusin, 


a ts oF 


howe haw 


AN sien ad 
santa 76 

am wah the 
Me 26h 
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'5) NOW, ine Tue situaton aroUNG me area OF ne Czech capa 
nero: vee of | 8 NoSETNg, Kasrier inferring ws 24. Ap 
TGs most inypossiol or Une fs rer fi Use Pha ares lca unl ana 


Come ge Hurortee, and supa y tah Ky sno longer poste, hese 
Me Yo2n echt suppl organisatin,’ Next doy vas reported that ete were 34 uni 
MDE ates (200 cut) of 12 fuel at PrapRusn snd only 20 cus 
tum ress (700 cf) t Peg enian. ncaa! there wese cube 
wie metres (7701 8) 13h Leen in Rava 


(On 23 April JV 44 estabished fs Needauarters in a converted 

fits’ senoo! near Minchen. Next day, it flew two sorties against 

tne 2 rormations over soumvem (sermaniy. 1n 

Tin Demin, F@Suted In te desucton af two B26s and one PL with a further three B26s probably desteyed, ‘iii Lito 
widely respected Oberst Litzow. He was lest near Cando 1 

Denauwérth, but his Kady was never Found, By this time itrow 


BV 4 hod catch on 4 Serene, 


a protect ite altfiod  tuersercu with 


st was by even aicran, tne secona oY Nve. {he action BOK: Oberst 


D Ls under Lt. Heinz Sachs 


at MinenerRiem from marauding enemy fighters, To the Canor leon 


aysid German antiairerat gunners from mistaking thom ine 


fr enemy fighters. tha undersurfat 


oe of their Fw 100s 


te 
wera painted a hright red with white sri nnd 


L/KGU) 6 flew a very successful mission on the Aisin 140 He 


sme hs 100 


2ath, claming seven enemy airerat Including two Bis Sane MA 
by Uw, franz Gapo Of the &% Svariel. Une We Zbz Wes October 19411 
shot down southinest of Prag. and two atners wore 1912he wae 


aariged, Near Drescen, a Scfmarm of Me 2625 from a 


‘ WAG) 54 sk dim tne other Aca afer. Neat pom 
niin: buingerpaonan, Womens, he Kormende 1, 4, Hn Palench Ore, vas led when ‘and mas 


or 


Atl Oberst Hogeback was ordered by Peltz to use all his Jets to attack Soviet 


iansteving to ground nghting wih the 68. Vokksgrenader sian inh 


Twelve Me 2625 from JY 44 W 
Newburg area, One of JV 44's alo 


fo ths pont she bai 
‘revs corimaned MK 2 


a battle with 40 626s in the Soson 

aft was the Me 262 Ala/Ua fitted with a 80 mm 1 OHsber 94 
non and prubebly flown by Madar Wiliein Herget 2 night fetter Exoerte 

Five eretry arcraft were shot down for the lass of two Me 2625, one to a lectnical ‘aul 

tne other to fighters. s probably its last operation against American four 

engined bombers, ive pilts claimed victories against the DATs: Mal 

one Abel, Lt. Kelb ond Ure, Engler ene each, One of 9./JG 7's plats, 
Ahr Hona Guido Miltho, woe foreed to land hie Me 262 at Zurich Dubaneort in Swizoviand 


ed. Lt. Sege Huber of Il,/KGU) 6 crashed on tabe-olf 


heppler. Of 


due to lack of fuel, He was inter 
‘rom PragRusin and he was bile, 
Thr 
agains’ Russian supply colutras In the Cottbus-Rautren area. They destroyed two alcratt 
tn the ground and six motor vehicles with ther REM rockets. Tweve Me 262s fram JV 44 
intercepted 826s wnich nad been refed to Domb Lechield. the attack was leo by Gatland 
who opened fre wit his RAMS, blastirg one of the bombers fron the sky, His wingman, 
Ufe, Sahelimaser, shot down a F-€7. In total JV 44 claimed five B-26s and a P47 for tne 
vss Of Ivy Me 262s, Gillon received « Gael ee injury bu still manage to laid his 


ne areraft from liL/MGL.) 6 and JG 7 few a combined operation on 26 Api 
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His place was taken, next day, by Obst 


2 at Minchen-Riem despite a strafing attack by P< 
Heine Bar, whose own lll./EIG 2 had been disbanded, 

Mor two loads of fucl arrived at Prag, Gefechtasertand llageback was able to fly grouncatiack 
cortiog against Soviet susply columns in the Cottbue area during tho ovoning of 27 April, A tatol of 6S 
Vehielas and six Seviet L2¢ were destroyed for the loss af two Me 262 
Statielkaptan ot 7./KGU) 6 Obit. Henning Gulde. Dung an American attack an Miinehen-Riem 
Me Z62S of JV 44 Snot down five F-4/s, Ihe SUCcessTul piloIs iNclided Obst. Bar (two), Lt. Franz 
Koster (two) anid Major wine Merger (one), 


Including that piloted by the 


On 29 April, 19 Me 2629 fiuan Gefeviloverwenad Huge cllahe eriemy faxes Un Lhe Tuas 
from the virtually defunct 11/KG\N) 54 mere shot 


between Bauizen ond Weisswassor, but four pilot 
own, These inclided Hptm. Helmut Komagel. Staffelkaptan of 6,/KG(s) 64, injured at Prag Rusin and 
Hotm. Hubert Spadiut, Kapitan of 5./KGU) 54, who baled out safely, During the evening JV 44 
‘vansterred 21 arrraft trom Riem to Salzburg and Innsbruck in the face af advancing Ametc 
At the same time, other aircraft ‘rom the unit together with ground echelons trom 1,/KG(I) 5 were 
ordered to Lrenisier o Bad Albling of Innsbruck. JV 44 ten retaned a stiengtn of 25 aiveraft at Rien. 
Next day, nine Me 262 bombers from |/KG 51 johed the Gefeuhtsverband at Prag:Rusin. An 
airoraft of ./KGU) 54 was shot down by Soviet flak, but a pilot from the same unit destroyed an 112. 
fell to Offr. Wittbold and a Yak O to Obit. Gohlitor of JG 7 during the last daya ef Aol 


Two other 


Ry early May, the fuel situation in the Prag area had worsened further and on the Qnd, 29 Me 289) 
from WW 4a were flaws to inashnick hit seven 
crashed, perhaps deliverately, on landing. On Bar's 
bits Uie engine regulators were then femoved ana 
Token w a remote Alpine villages arid Uiruwn Ini a 
lake. Noxt day, JV 44°s remeining Me 262 were 
destroyed by their ground 
tanks arrhed at SalzburgMavgian alefield. By this 
time, JV 44 had been officially redesignated WV. /18 7. 
nis order Seems to have nad its ongins in the 
animosity which existed between Galland and the 
new General der Jagtieger, Oberst Gordon Golol, 
Who attempted to undermine the former's influence. 
IIL/KGU) 54 was officially disbanded, and the 
romaining slements of 


rews just as American 


in Bavaria currendarad to 
the Americans, 

0n 4 Nav JG 2. claimea the trst He 152 victory 
wien Lt Rudolf Schmitt ftom the 1, Starfefshot down a Typhoon. Three days earler|. end ll,/JG-1 nad ABOVE Pits and 
been merged an tewngenioed wily at Upereliial Grypue Known es Iensate/G 1 and waming Eom 
Gruppe designoted i. Sammel//JG 4. No further aperations were flow ly Une unit Uefove Leuk was Mahan wn, 
captured by British troope on 6 May. Mest ofthe unit's Ho 4620 wore found lined up in neat rows on w he ura. The 


the airfield src cares 
rear lsc 


A day eattier an uprising had hegun in Prag. Hogeback's jets were immediately ordered to fly 
Missions within the city limits to support Waffen-SS uns fighting the Czechs, A combat unit was 
‘created at Preg-Rusin 19 Nelp the personnel or he enemy-encafcied airnela et Wletzan, Soon arterwards 
the renegade Russian General Bunjalscherky, twading Waassov’s 1st Divislon of the ROA, demandee 
that Gefechtsverand Hogeback hand over its entire motor pool, This demand was refused and 
Bunjatschenko's forces. subsequentiy made an assault on PragRusin with armour and artillery 
IIL /KB() 6 then tock eff to defend the 

Attanks. a 
Within 300 metres (2.000 ft) of the airfield perimeter and pouring fre at the alrpert buildings: and 
hhengars, The alrfiekd would have been taken if the Germans had not nositioned two 12.5 om tak 
batteries between the city and Ue airfield. During the laie afternoon of 7 May the last lets took of 
from Rusin to attack Soviet troops, With all their ammunition exended, they landed at Saaz where all 


‘nan operational sireraR wore blown up. Nest day, the jets that <emained took off from © 


infield, attacking the ROA armour and machine gun pos 


janet Wrasenw's tranps enntinvad dating the nevt twa daye, the ROA forsee co ming 


Soviet armour, perhaps the ise! jet eortis of the war baling flown by the Kapitan of 2./G 7, Ob. Fr 
Stehle, who shot dwn a Soviat Val-8 With the news af the Garman eurrender at midnight, mast af the 
Jets that remained were set on fire or blown up. 
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“Some fighter had tried to get me 
again but was too late...” 


Herbert Schliiter, Stab/JG 7 


correspondingly low Those of us who had come from Kanminanda Stamp were incorparted 
Into the Stastater of Ne >and hardly had contact with the others 
‘Chat Seats wh as bee yg aseucion with he 
‘only flew very few missions bu I never discovered the reason. L assume it was the lack of fel 
ani aan pts esse we had ve ples than aia U flew 
The orders were x» ack Russian (ro9pes on the gad. Ouracraft were seamed with [we mM 
Mic 108 cannon, Once a 250 ky bomb was sing beneath the aircraft alway flew alone. did not 
Gre ees ho chee toner ia don target mek bed call meely 


oS eerie ce > = 


new A one, other tian 


faster Fst 


see mich action either browse 
cistinguish between tnenly and enemy troops 
“Onan these flights owas returning rag Rusin when [encountered a Sovict ghteebomber —4movi: tt lertert schiter 
Ga a weutsenrtery Feeling at an wade of eteuers 800) tnd 2,000 ciatew | <ewitane Sea piee va 
(5.000 andl 6.500 10, There was large number of 2s in rows of exght to ten with more tying on 1% sbaetore oi 
cies EACH Tighter were posioned aluve ain! below, 1 Rominanie Stamp, 


4 prrile! couse behind ier. Nu 
tttached the formation hut Sginers appeared and turned 10 rent a 
‘dogQight 1 tuened! and escaped in an easterly direction only to turn again and renew my’ attack. Again 
‘he fighters saw me ton soon and Thad to break oft twas clear to me tha only the element oF surprise WOU! BOW me {6 be sucess Aer 
formation shove. pale upon fill power nd fonds number af Fehters in fant of me ws very close when they tamed intr my atack. 
[Now with reluced speed | was able (pall ugiter cumns.A burst of fine and one oF the fighters rake up an thames. 1 was almost it Dy the 
‘Ucn, Nw Hay a A mle UE ue viata ice Fd a ok hag aa cab away again Wiest Ue e202 fon apc 
itaccelerated slower than 1 conventional aircraft. therefore decided to play a irck Ear all fighter pilots when it wat imperative to tek 
{to an opponent Wh) ws trying to evade by ou:-tuming his pursuer. Detlection shooting. That meant nec to-aim straight at he target but eo 
tac were Me abel sig EX wats ao ae psu and a wo COLT KCI aNeEMMp Ao fe TE WH 
deflection shooting. Ld i wing ia onder to fake a turn, held the rudder over and flew straight at a doetining angle oF 12 10 15 
sleggees on fll power AS Tels) salvos of lange calbre bright red tracer sreamest by te my left The Russians kad learned thee lessons wel 
Despite this serous situation, | could NOL AVON 8 HTC UN. MY Buel Was too OW fOr ANOINEE TACK. We Nee a Mel FETE HeeaNse of te 
Mustangs whose practice it was to wait for us at Prag Husin, My Bill was a probable heeause [did not hare a witness and cli not observe the 
‘wreckag: hit the ground 
“On mest cis we had 10 Wat Tor issn Orders Ney never CaME 1 Ad Hy a-MMsSION UN INE Kelershap OL Mujor Sate We Hew tive arate 
‘agains a bomber foroustion that had attacked Dresden of Leipzig My alceat was aemed with eo 3mm cannon nx! 24 RAAT rocket, stil Lelore 
‘we took uffsomeone ran up faniealy waving and climhed on to my wing. opened the canopy and he told me tha | hada new version of the RIM 
vekel and dua it could be fired rom a dstiace of 1,000 mictes G28 1D, Soon We had sight ofa formation of IF17s «x a noth-wesery heading 
‘We climbed abyve dient andl attacked front bend atx dive ange of dee up five degrees and at hgh speed. Ata lsance oF 99M MetEES 3,00), 
{Thad pair of bomber: in my sight and pushed the button to fre asalva of rockets, None of them Fred. My first thought was eoeosion under he 
Futon ant I squeezed it hater Nothing happened What | ld net know at the tive: was that my eat ad sestanes many hits fea defers fie 
‘Now Idecided to close in at greater speed and pulled the throw 1 ile. Unlike pisondtriven aircrat where the propeller acts brake 
and we could adjust our speed to that of the target, the Me 262 Hew on sethout a noticeable reduction in spoed At a ststance of abut 
200 metees (656 1) [fred the first hurt seth my cinnon The rear a the bomber expecially around the stabilizer was hit-Then | fired another 
Durst into the left wing hetween the number one engine and the tuselage. Both engines were hit and the wingberween the number en engine 
fire. Many parts Came off ann sled through ea Kept ings ew tne the bomber 


pcettly Tcastiagi hs rn 


and the fuselage was gpd pest The wing Was 
ft distance of 10.20 metres (3060 f0) 

‘A few seconds ater [felt my aivrat stueleras the left wing dipped and. the sme time the nove went down. Ater frig. Thad énmestiney 
some back wo fll power, but now fcroled back wo idle an ried» connue «9 Ay horizontal: Leu no move the conerOl coda, With al my 
strength | teed again. Imporsile! The control colin would not budge. The angle of the wing increwsed and the aspeed reached frightening 
jpmportions | hut rot Inoked rhe aispee incarneeven when [had approached the hoeihers Tknew fmm past experience that with adive angle 
Dive toseven dese, a speed of 910990 kn (544-596 minh is reached very quickly and Lwas fying much titer Now 

Many thoughts fhished through my: head, I remember! from conversion training the insistent warnings nsx to appreach 1,000 kin/h 
(620 moph), had aways followed that dictum, Taso thought about the experience of fellow pilot who had reached oc had gone beyond the 
1100 kn kimit- When he had sinally regained contro! he had tom the (vel tank roe it astenings and pur a age cent in rhe bart oF he 
fisctage, Fortunately at this pot the cenvifagal forces ceased uy bie probes, Lay aware of estan eat Foun nye nan tht 
could not afd to make a mistake The Me 262 had an electric aileron trim system Nery quicy I tapped the tim toggle snvitel and to my 
‘eat erie the lett wing eda Ble Leepeste this several mes and the wiag ite enmpletely Now Id toda the carve thing 1 thee 
‘im. This also worked twas ying normally again. Htcle later T set the rim to make dhe alrraft tle taeheavy and the nose shot un rapidly 
When the aiespeed reached 860 kni/h (535 mph) [grabbed the control colama and th 
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A few minutes later Lobsceved 2 group of Mustangs, about 50-G) of thea, 300 mete [1,640 ft bebo me and Myla i ay arcetion, 
attacked imrveiately in a 12-18 degree dive. The Americans had obviously seen me because they discarded their Up abs ad dived sy 
Dy airspeed increased rapidly and 1 tad the same problems as hefore and was forced ty brea off the attack 
stun iy PuayeRusi Takeo as dere Were YeTy ACUI DECHUNE MUSLINS WeTE EGUCHI HH UNE MEI 
‘The period afer take until full speed wos feached and the time before landing when arrgpeed lad to be reduced masde the Ne 
‘uilnerable 10 attacks by pistonengined fighters For this mason Thad ceveloped 4 nding technique tr cut the risk of ring shor down 
approche i hile vilage with + pointed church spire that was located abou 40 km (25 miles) fromthe airfield From sere | New at an 
ihitude of between 30-50 meires (1-160 ft) with a compass heading tthe runway Shorty before I reached the fickl, Uhl menorived a 
spot where I switches the titanes toidle and as soon as speed reduced to 400 km/h (250 mph), activated the landing flap sviteh The landinw 
flaps dk not activate however hecatse of the overiaud Override and 1 was able to lewer the: landing gear with the emenverey switch The 
Innding gear was lowered in split seconel by compressed at he aircraft wanted to reir up sta Tha to use Uhe coming Cola uo Keep it 
fn the ground, completing very fst landing. Now the Landing flaps depleyed and belhind me | evuld’ hear the haeking ofthe fla Soon 
Jad ined to vet me ain ut was root 
‘Mlcr die lasing Lsavr the reasons for my problems The right wing was peppered Witt L042 ballet holes. he fuel ells oF the woekers 
ets were intact My’ aircraft must have been hit before {had attemspted te fire the rockets The cowl of the right 
engine teelf had not boon damaged. Pare of the cowliag had boon torn off thought whea fincreaved my 
idder felt and the ensuing aerodynamic imbalance had thrown the Me 262 


fad burned bu the pe 
speed! wo dive away from the bombers Hs woul explain the 
into the vietually uncontrollable ive to the left 

matte iy report and mentioned my probable kil, but since 1 had ao witnesses and could aot ceport what had happened alterna 
Was not accepted In my own mind [ave no doubys thatthe heavily damaged bomber could not havestayed airborne very long afler my attack 
‘Then Lewetnbered hat my Me 262 was equipped witha gor cameci and the combat must have been filmed, However, when I etumned 10 
fy irom 0 minutes later to collet the Blend! that both 

‘Our Safed transfered to Say Tid nce make any fights from there The transer ligt Se was my last i the Me 262. Ow 8 May the 
shocting stopped and we Headed west ur Iofrcs to Sureendes to the Americans next ds 


AnGHT: 0 tedeaaey 
Stamp was anbunded 
wi ee ac a 
fersonne abso ty 
Ue Saat of J 7 
is rate chen change 
famaitvoai bog, 
ttackng hear with he 
Wrz arate 


(abes for the wean 
Feng routed bee 

the forward fuselage of 
the Nea, 


Messerschmitt Me 262 A-La (W.Nr. unknown) of Stabsstaffel/JG 7 at Rechiin, February 1945 
Many Me 262e of J8 7's Stabsctoffel had rathor unusual camouflage schemes such es that seen here. It comprised 
regular diagonal strives of brownish groen and midgreen (RLM 81 and 82) on the uppersurtaces, fading to 
simarly coloured motuing on the tn and ruadet. nis machine, possibly that allocated to the unit 

:ommander, Major Gerhard Stamp, had the double chevron of a Konmandeur painted in black 
‘utiined in white, plus the green numbor ‘4’ painted bolow the unit badge 


Messerscinnilt Me 202 Acta (W.Ns. unknown 
This aircraft 
brownish gre 


‘KO() 34 
(82) on faces oversprayed with large patches of 
). No indlvidual markings have yet been applied and the swastika also appears to hava heen omitted. 


WOVE AND RIGHT, This Ne 262 1a mar have teen Hlaen by 
‘Oh Hein Rll Saetkspasn 6€8 8G) 54 whocan be 
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WOVE: A weir of VAs ne crew assists. pt from the 


‘eos ps, ner 


Moscorcehmitt Mo 262 Ada (W.Nr. 601222) of 9./KG(J) 6 at Nouburg am Denau, April 1045 
‘This Obertraubling built Me 262 camied KG(1) 6's ted and black chaquerbaard unit identification bands around 
the rear fuselage. Some aircraft are thought to have carried the badge of Iil/KG(J} 6 which comprised three 
silver swans lying over the see. 
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HOVE. A mumer of Fw 198 15 and 9-115 were deter tothe socal 
fedand white quartered badge pute bench the cock ined i 8 bick 


tas rd undersurices with choatwse 
ientiicaion by theie owe 

right 
pK 


allem Webs 1 thou thatthe ed 13° This Hecrafs mott. pase a whe ox 
Motegi wa taken May 1945, le of te Lechge tend ete ot al 


Fooko Wulf Fw 400 0-0 (W.Nr. 400240) of the Sacheonborg Staffel of Jagdvorband 44 
at Miinchon Rim, April 1945 

The uppersuttaces of the Staffel’s Fiv 190s were finished in a segmented pattem of medium grey (RLM 75) 
‘au ined green (RLM 62) with the top of the fuselage having 2ome browsish green (RLM 03) patches. 
‘The pale blue (RLM 76) undorurfaces were overpainted bright red with white chordwise 

stripes to enable easy identification, 
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-la (W.Nr. unknown) of Jagdverband 44 at Minchen-Riem and 
Salzburg-Maxgian, April 1945 

Most Me 262s flown by JV 44 had plain dark green uppersurtaces with simple white numbers painted forward of the 
fuselage Batkerikreuz. The undersurfacess were in pale blue (RLM 76). 
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Heinkel He 162 A-2 (W.Nr. unknown) of 1./JG 1 at Leck, May 1945 
Although most He 162s carried the standard camouflage scheme allecated to the type, the dividing line between 


the upper and latter eurfoen colour varied widely Tha red aerow marking was comman ta the Ha 162 hut ihe 
significance is unknown, 
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Camouflage and Markings 


the fuselage sides of the Me 13 were usually finished in a variaty of mattlos or hintehas a alia 
colour. The colours and patterns used for these finishes again varied widely, but mainly camorised 
combinations of various greens. Me 1635 bullt by the Klemm company differed from those tram tne 
Messerschmitt favtury in that Urey lia a bluictred vertu pollen whit covered vt ally We ere 
fuselage. Messerschmitt built airraft always had the part of the fuselage below the wing painted in the 
Lundersurface colour. Undersurfaces of both the Me 163 ané Me 262 were always in pale blue 
(RLM 76); athough a late war directive had suggested those af the latter should remain unpainted to 


conserve ail hased paints 
‘The official camouflage directves for the He 162. issued on 18 January and 24 Fetruary 1946 sted 
thatthe uppers faces ofthe fuselage and port wing ard taliplane should be painted orown Violet (RLM 82. 
with the wibyjet, Wp uf Ue sterbuard wing and furiguitel Gal in mewn reer 
(RLM 82), Allundorsurfaces were to be pale blue (RLM 76). Athough tis directive was adoptes, there were 
cectensive variations in the interpretation ofthe positioning ofthe dividing lines between the upper and lower 
surface colurs. For example, some aircraft had their vertical tail surfaces painted in 
(RLM 81 cr 82) while others werm pas blue. and some alesratt eum hact pala hive turhrunt eouling sie 
The colours anc sivles of German akcratt national insignia varied widely at this time. the 
Baltenkrexe could ve applied as black crosses cutined in white, 2s plain black outines or as plain white 
watlines The HakerAieue were applied in a silat Vulture UF as Sold Black Ur wile Markings 
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Each German atcraft had a Werkoummer (serial number) usually painted on the vertial tall surfaces 
below the Hakentreuz. By this stage in the war these were six‘igure numbers and were allocated in batches 
for each manufacturer or icence bulkler, Those for the Me 163 and the two jet fighters were 2s follows: 


Me 153.4 prototypes Messerschmitt (Mit) Augsburg, 163.00 00 004 to 010 
Me 1528 prototypes Mit Augsburg 183 100 10 to 79 
Me 1538 production Mit Augsburg 191000 

Me 1538 production Klemm, Boblingen 440000 


Me 2521 to V5 prototypes Messerschmitt (Mit) Augsburg (000 004 to 005, 


Me 252 VE to'S5 pre-production Mit Augsburg, 1130001 to 130010 
Me 252A production ML Leipheim & Sonwabisch Hall 130011 onwards 
Me 252A production Mit Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 170000 

Me 252 production Mit Lejpheim & Schwabisch Hall 110000 

Me 252, production Mit Loipheim & Sohwabiech Hall 111000 

Me 2524 production Mit Laipheim & Schwabisch Hall 112000 

Me 2524 production Mit Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 113000 

Me 252 production MLL Obertraubling & Wasldwerk — 500000 

Me 252A, production Mit Obertraubling & Waldwerk 501000 

Me 252A, production REIMAHG Kahle 100000 

He 162M1 to M10 prototyoes Heinkel Wien 200000 

He 162A, proauction Heinkel Rustock 120000 

Ne 1624, production Junkers Bernburg 390900 


Fay prediction Mi 1836 and Me 289s and the pratatyne He 162s carried four letter rat call sions 
(Stanmiemzeicren) painted on the fuselage sides in back; two leters cn elther side of te Bakenkreuz 
The fist Uwe eters were novnally issued in batches with the ast letter chargirg in alphabetical sequence 
For example the fist five protetype Mc 2625 were coded PC:UA tw PCYUE and tho next 26 
(Me 262 production aircraft were VI-AA to VI+AZ, These letters were naimally repeated below the wings, the 
first two letiers below the starboara wing separated by the Bakenkreuz and the secand twa beiow the port 

The first Me 163s operational with E7probuneskonimando 16 retsined these markings inelucing 
‘Spate's V4 which his mechanics had painted red overall, Around August 1944, the unit adopted a 
revised merking ayatom in whiah the sade ‘C1 followed by a two digit numoor was subatituted, ‘C4 
\was painted in small black characters forward of the fuselage Bakenkrouz white the rumber, (e.g. ‘05’ 
‘appeared ruch farger in white. When the Komet entered service with JS 400, white or yollow numbers 
were painted aft of the fuselage crass, Unie most faiter units, all phetogranhic evidence points to 
the fact that no use was made of red or other coloured numbers. 

When the Me 262 was delivered to Erprobungskommando 262, ths unit also employed white numbers 
Dut this time painted en either side of the fuselage just forward of the cockpit. A narrow, 300 mm wide 
yelox band was painted around the fuselage ust behind the canopy. This form of marking was retained by 
omrarao Wowotny wnicn Nad recelved many Of Ks acraft rom Exproourgsiommandy 262. When the 
latter Komando became 10,/EJG 2 in November 1944, these markings were retained with the 11, Staff! 

adopting red numbers. An example of the latter was 
‘Red 5 inwhich Abit losaf Rahm was shot down by 
@ P51 during a traning Might on 25 February, 

With the formation of JG 7 in November 1944 
standerd Luftwaffe fighter markings were adopted 
Identification numbers were painted on the 
fuselage sices, forward of the Bakenkieu? theit 
colour indicating Me Staffe! to wheh tney 
botonged. While was used for Ue first. Steel 
within the Gruppe red of block for the second anc 
yellow for the third. The Gruppe itself was 
Identified by a symbal painted behind the fuselage 
[f0SS, none for the first Group, @ horizontal bar for 
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tha Sacond and a vertiea! har for the third. Staff aloratt used various blaek chewrons and ba 
ected in white. These were often sunperrenied by grean numbe's positioned beneath the unit 
Deadige wich was painted torwart ct the cockpit IG / also carried 450) mm wide blue and red 
ler ce were acapted fram Navember 1944 and 
have often, and probably erroneously, been called ‘defence of the Reich” bans. 

The fst of Ye old boriber units fo te equiopedt wit the Me 262, KGU) 54, intialyretaned its 


bomber code 'B3" painted in small black chara 


ation bands sfound the reer fuselage. Th 


13 forward ofthe fuselage crass, wth two fut 


eters af, OF these twy letters, te 


sed bolon). The secord lett dentiied the Stab Headqy 


the Siab or Stale! colour fos in ters 


Fight) or Stool to which aft belonged anc weo vouelly ported black. These wer: 


A. Gesclwader Stab blue K 2Stre red 6, State! yellow 
RoI arpa stay green | L3. Statfe! pollo R 7. Staffol white 
© Il. Gruppe Sab green | M4 Stafies white S 8 Stettel red 
D Gruppe stav green | oN 5. Staffel red T 9.Statiet yellow 
1 rene vente 


This marking system was retanved by KGL) 54 until late Merch 1945, when fetter markings simi to 
those used by JG 7 were adopted. IIL/AGU) 6 used this style of raring fom Ue outset, Bath units 
also carried unit identification bands, blue and white chequors being used by KGL) 54 and red and 

The firal fghter unit to be equipped with the 
of the Fusalage cross with no other identification markings. Towards the end of the war several 
addtional aieraft were received by JV 44 from other dofunct units and chase often rotalned their 
‘original colours and makings. 

The markings adnate hy the only aperatienal unit 10 he equingad with the He 162, JG 4 
comarised an indvioual airrat ietification numoer in the Staffel calour pnsitioned on either side of 
the fuselage, jst bering the cockpit. Many He 152s, bul by no mens all Nad a large bright red arrow 
paincea on ean side of tne nose, the signimcance of which 1s unknown 
Many operational jet and rocket fighter uncs carted some form of Geschwader, Gruppe or Stat 
bem. Perhaps the most familiar of these was the white runing fox on @ black diagonal bar 
superimposed on a blue shield carted by the Me 282s of JG 7. Other Me 262 Geschwader badges 
included tho3e of KGL) 54 ard KOU) 6. Cach Me 159 Steffe! appaventy ned Its onn badge. Known 
exomplea elude 1./J0 400, 7/0 400, 49., 44, ond 15,/C10 2, and Several Staffel badges 
carried by the He 162s of JG 1 W 54 107) white othor creat retained the emblem ef the Geschwader 
25 previously used by its BY 1008 ane Fe 190, 

Apart fram these markings, mary of these aicrat carried coloured herizentl bands arcu the extreme 
rose. The colours of these bands Usually indicated the Stafel andar Gruepe to which the aircraft belonged, 


Me 262, 1V 44, carried simple white numbers forward 


1G 7 emblem, 


‘ombiom. 
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Cummanders of Luftwaffe Jet and Rocket-Propelled Fighter Units 
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Could the jets have made a 
difference? 
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Allied figiters, Sevonely, the very nature ofits fuels made * extremely dangerous to 


